Roots & Wings
First Presbyterian Church of Chili

2021

“Rooted in Faith, Growing Together, Caring for the Community”

Look what is inside…..


Blessing Bags for Open Door Mission



One Great Hour of Sharing



Ordering of Easter plants



Supporting the Scholarship fund



Day Light Savings time — SPRING !



2021 Church Directory

Our Officers: Session, Board of Deacons, Board of Trustees
Our Committees: Endowment, Finance, Mission Fund, Nominating, Personnel,
Scholarship
Our Season Teams: Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Harvest and Advent/Christmas /Epiphany
Our Music Program: Choir, Glorious Ringers, Chili Worship Team
Mission Support: Cameron Community Ministries, Habitat for Humanity, Open Door
Mission, Presbyterian Church special offerings, SWEM, Vision for Camasca, Caring For
The Community, and much more.

Wooten’s Wonderings
By now, you may have seen the variety of “&” signs around the church and in our various
publications. You may have even participated in our art project by coloring the ampersands yourself
(see the picture of the finished product on the next page). Perhaps, having seen all these symbols, you
may be wondering what the significance of the “&” is.

The theme idea of “Again & Again: A Lenten Refrain” came from an organization called
Sanctified Art and I wanted to take this opportunity to draw your attention to how this group
of liturgical artists came up with this theme and particularly how they arrived at the
ampersand as the symbol. Their explanation certainly inspired me and I hope it inspires you
to see new meaning in the ampersand every time you see it. Here is what two of the
members said:
“I most easily identify with the negative connotations associated with the phrase,
‘Again & Again.’ Each day I wake up, it feels like an echo chamber of bad news, an
endless cycle of disappointment, and the disconcerting kind of déjà vu. The truth is,
we as humans mess things up over and over again. Humanity’s cacophonous rhythm
of ‘again and again’ harms our neighbor, ourselves, and the entirety of creation. You’d
think we’d learn from our mistakes, perhaps take a lesson from history, and put an
end to this cycle. But I’ve gotta be honest; as of late, I’ve almost lost hope in us. Which
leads me to God’s again and again. I’m so unbelievably grateful for the ways God
shows up over and over again despite our best efforts to push God away. Thank God
that we are not left alone in our destructive cadence, but we are met by God,
repeatedly forgiven, and mercifully shown the way. I hope to be ever cognizant of
humanity’s ‘again and again,’ and resist the currents that keep us spinning in sin. I
also hope to lean into and cling to God’s ‘again and again,’ which is ultimately this
wonderful pattern of unearned grace.”
— Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman, Founding Creative Partner, Director of Branding
“After some quick research, we learned that the ampersand was first used in graffiti in
Pompeii—a city buried in volcanic ash, and yet whose story lives on. This changed
how we looked at the theme; the ampersand began to represent God’s holy ‘and.’
When we feel helpless and hopeless, ‘and’ encourages us to lift our weary eyes to
search for more. In a culture overrun by extremes, either/or thinking, and polarizing
politics, this holy ‘and’ reminds me that we are always more—that there is always
more. We are broken and beautiful. Joy and grief can coexist. Historical, systemic
oppression persists and God is guiding us closer to liberation and wholeness. The
future feels bleakly uncertain and we are granted sacred moments that sustain us in
the present. This Lent, let us practice the power of ‘and’—especially when ‘again?!’
feels like our never-ending cry of lament.”
— Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity, Founder, Creative Director

Wooten’s Wonderings Continued
I am particularly moved by Lisle Gwynn Garrity’s concept of the ampersand
representing God’s holy ‘and’ which has been an important biblical refrain for me to
remember in my own personal spiritual life. I am consistently reminded that no matter
what difficulty or hardship I face, God does not leave me there. There is always more. Yes,
the pain is real and God will not leave me there. God’s redemptive love and power will work
through that situation in ways that I cannot anticipate. For me, the ampersand represents
that hope, God whispering to me “I know this is a challenge & I am here & wait and see
what I will do, the story is not finished yet.” I hope this gives you new eyes with which to
view this year’s Lenten symbol. May you be on the look out for God’s holy ‘and’ in your life.
- Brandi

Leadership News…..
At a Special Called Meeting on January 25, 2021 to discuss qualifications/requirements
for federal Employment Retention Credit (ERC) and determine if we should apply.,
Session…
…noted that our payroll accountant, Karen Blair, brought our attention to the fact that we
were eligible for Employment Retention Credit (ERC).
… heard a summary from the Chair of the Board of Trustees, Andy Atwater, and Finance
Chair, Barbara Wasmer of the purpose of Employment Retention Credit legislation passed in
December of 2020. They outlined and explained the requirements for applying for ERC.
…engaged in discussion and discernment to further understand the Employment Retention
Credit legislation and implications for the First Presbyterian Church of Chili. …VOTED to ask
our accountant Karen Blair to proceed with applying for the Employee Retention Credits for
the First Presbyterian Church of Chili.
…VOTED to adjourn at 8:35 p.m. Pastor Brandi led us in closing prayer.
Remitted by,
Elder Nancy P. Huffman, Clerk of Session

At a Special Meeting of the Session on February 3, 2021 for the purpose of training and
examination of newly elected officers, Session …
… welcomed newly elected officers, expressed thanks for those completing terms, and thanks
to those continuing to serve
…held a discussion led by Pastor Brandi, on the Constitutional Questions that elected officers
must affirm. We covered basic church history, history and traditions of our own congregation,
ways in which we handle conflict, the mission of the church, skills for spiritual leadership,
duties of leaders, and the spirit in which we approach our duties including serving our
congregations with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love. We concluded the discussion
with a quote, “To Love, To Try, and To Walk Along beside each other.
…VOTED to approve the Ordination and Installation Linda Enright, and Gail McArthur and,
the Installation of Sharon Breeze as Ruling Elder; the Installation of Barb Boerschlein, Sue
Edwards, and Judie McGaffick as Deacon, to take place at a Service of Ordination and
Installation on February 7, 2021 during worship.
…VOTED to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 PM.

Remitted By,
Nancy P. Huffman, Clerk of Session

Leadership News continued...
At its meeting on February 9, 2021, Session…
…began our meeting with a “slow down” breathing exercise with a mantra: “Holy is here” when
breathing in, and “present with me” when breathing out. Pastor Brandi opened the meeting
with prayer from the book, A Rhythm of Prayer, by Amena Brown.
…VOTED to approve the agenda as published.
… VOTED to approve the Consent Agenda
…VOTED to receive the Treasurer’s report and financial summary for the month ending
January 31, 2021.
…Heard a report from Pastor Brandi on number of pastoral contacts
...Heard a report from Pastor Brandi on an inquiry email coming from the website about our
intention to create community garden plots on our property. Tim Engelbrecht is also aware of
the email and will follow-up with the Town about forthcoming plans
…noted that Pastor Brandi has been named our Presbytery’s Synod Representative. In that
capacity, she will be on the Synod Mission Working Group which processes grant applications.
…noted that Pastor Brandi has accepted an invitation to serve as Clergy member on the Board
of Directors of Story of Hope Comfort Care Home. This home will be located on Marshall Road.
…heard a report from Clerk Huffman that the most recent updated Manual of Administrative
Operations has been disseminated to Session members. She noted that Sandy McCauley and
she worked together over the last several months to accomplish this update. By motion and
second, Session VOTED to approve the Manual of Administrative Operations.
…placed activity dates on the Master Calendar
-February 21 - Lent Team Sledding event at Genesee Country Museum
-February 24 – Chili Pres Book Club Discussion: The Bluest Eye
-March 3 – Racism Discussion
-March 6 – Presbytery sponsored Congregational Learning Day
…reviewed the Annual Calendar of Action Items to be sure we are on target for various
deadlines and required activities.
…heard a report from Elder Engelbrecht that he will be checking out the Labyrinth trail for
fallen trees. He will also be in touch with the Town of Chili regarding interest in a community
garden on our church property across the street.
…identified church family member(s) to acknowledge and express thanks for their work.
… reviewed Session responsibilities and by consensus approved our responsibilities as follows:
-Season Team Leaders:
Lent: Nancy Huffman and Sandy McCauley, Co-Facilitators
Easter: Barb and Geoff Wasmer
Pentecost: Tim Engelbrecht
Harvest: Sharon Breeze with Brian Gerhardt and/or Linda Enright
-Session’s Representative to Nominating Committee: Elder Nancy Huffman
-Elder of Responsibility Personnel Committee: Elder Tim Engelbrecht
-Session’s Representative to Mission Fund Committee (Subsuming former role of Elder

Leadership News continued...
-Elder Commissioner to Presbytery: Rotating position
-Clerk of Session: Nancy Huffman (appointed in 2013 for an Open-Ended term)
-Of note: Church Treasurer: Sandra McCauley (elected in 2018 for an Open-Ended
term)
… VOTED to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Congregation held January
31, 2021
…heard a Presbytery meeting report from Pastor Brandi noting that the primary discussion
centered on the ROC Salt project currently under a 3-year review. Presbytery will be holding a
Town meeting to discuss this on Saturday, February 20, 2021
… discussed some ideas brought forward from Nancy Huffman, Chair of the Nominating
Committee for 2021. Ideas include to publicizing the idea of service on Boards and
Committees throughout the year, encourage the importance of service and engage people in
conversations about this throughout the year. Also discussed that improving our Directory
listings to include young adult active members as separate listings with name, address,
phone, and email. This will enhance visibility and increase connectiveness for our Active
Members.
…VOTED to adjourn at 7:40 p.m. Pastor Brandi led us in a shared benediction based on the
Great Commission.
Remitted by, Elder Nancy P. Huffman, Clerk of Session

Easter Plant 2021

Scholarship Fund 2021

($10.00 each )
Placed in memory of

Placed in memory of

______________________________________________
Placed in honor of

______________________________________________
Placed in honor of

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Given by

Given by

_________________________________________

_______________________________________

Total Plants _____$ Enclosed ______
Cash

Check

Last day to order:

$ Enclosed ______
Cash

March 14, 2021

Check

Last day to donate:

March 28, 2021

Again & Again…We’re Invited in…

…to fill fish banks for One Great Hour of Sharing. God asks us Again & Again to be fishers of men.
…to collect travel size items for Open Door Mission Blessings Bags. Again & Again we care for our
community. Fill the bin in Fellowship Hall.
…to participate March 3rd in the concluding Zoom discussion in our study of Racism. In this study
series we’ve explored “White privilege”, “Why is it so difficult to Talk About Racism”, “Racism
101”, and “The Bible and Racism”.
…to engage in Weekly devotionals. Devotional booklets are available at the church entrance or the
electronic booklet can be downloaded.
…to participate in the Chili Pres Book Club. Stay tuned for our next book club date and the book we’ll
be reading! This is a virtual discussion set up via Zoom so be sure to contact the church office if
you wish to participate. This is open to the community friends as well.
…to watch for and enjoy the Lenten trivia published in each week’s Worship Bulletin

Lenten Mission Outreach
The Lent Team will be collecting travel size items for the Open Door Mission to use in their
Blessings Bags. Here is a list. A bin is available in the fellowship room for you to place your
TRAVEL SIZE items.
toothbrush
toothpaste
soap
shampoo
conditioner
feminine hygiene (tampons, liners)
deodorant (men & women)
lotion
body wash
combs/brushes

nail clippers
hand sanitizer
lip balm
razors
body powder
foot powder
band aids
kleenex
shaving cream
Q tips/cotton balls

Pursuing a Grant!
In January, Session approved changing Pastor Brandi’s sabbatical leave from 2022
to 2023. That will allow time to prepare and submit a Lilly Foundation clergy
renewal grant to support her sabbatical project. She has already created a Grant
Committee (Grace Engelbrecht, Nancy Huffman, and Geoff Wasmer) to assist in
preparing the grant proposal. And… church family…. you will have an opportunity
to assist as well, because the grant application is submitted by the pastor and the
congregation. Stay tuned to hear much more about renewal!
To 1ind out more about the Lilly Foundation National Clergy Renewal Program visit
lillyendowment.org and the drop-down “For Grant Seekers”.

Again this year we will be supporting the Presbyterian One Great Hour of Sharing
Special Offering. Fish banks and donation envelopes are available in the entry way
and on the table in the sanctuary or you can send a check to church with “OGHS” on
the memo line.

Our next discussion will be on Wednesday,
March 3 at 6:30 pm. The topic will be “Is
Affirmative Action Still Needed?”
Previous participation in this discussion is
not required. The zoom invitation and
article was sent via e-blast on February
24th.

each other…….

Contact Sharon Breeze at 293293-1340

March
1

Audrey Sosik

8

Jan Hoyt/Jill Monell

17

Grace Engelbrecht

(sbreeze @ frontiernet.net)
or the office at 889889-9896
(fpc3600@gmail.com)

29

Adam Scoville

Worship Greeters in March

31

Abby Wasmer

March 7
Barb Boerschlein & Lori Oliver
March 14
Nancy & Jerry Huffman
March 21
Dale & Brian Faatz
March 28
Sue & Andy Atwater

In April, the 2021 Church Directory will be
created and distributed. If you have had an
address or telephone number change, please
contact the office (889-9896 or
fpc3600@gmail.com).
The Session would also like to improve our
Directory listings to include young adult active
members as separate listings with name,
address, phone, and email.
We ae asking the help of the young adults (or
their parents) to contact the church office with
the address, phone number and e-mail of
these members.
Thank you for your assistance.

March 14, 2021

Two ways to Worship
InIn-Person Worship
Every Sunday at 10:00 am. There is no child care available at this time, but we do have Children’s
Church. Below is a reminder of the parameters of attending Worship in person:








You will need to call or e-mail the office to PRE-register your attendance.
All pre-registrations need to be requested no later than 1 PM on the Thursday
before Worship. You will receive confirmation
Use the main entrance only and sign-in on the check-in list.
You are invited to bring your own pen, but sanitized ones will be provided
Wear your mask at all times
Bring your own Bible (optional)
Sit only in the designated pews/chairs in the sanctuary with your family unit

LiveLive-Streaming
To access the live stream on Sunday mornings simply open your favorite web browser (i.e., Microsoft
Edge, Mozilla Firefox, Google Chrome, etc.) and access https://www.facebook.com/firstpreschili/
live/ around the 10 AM hour when the Worship Service will begin. Once it begins, you will be able to see
the Worship Service live and send comments when you wish.
Shortly after the Worship Service ends, the stream will be stored on Facebook Live for access at a later
time using the same web address (URL) https://www.facebook.com/firstpreschili/live/
NOTE: You do not need to have a Facebook account to view the live or stored streams. Simply ignore the
box instructing you to login or create an account and scroll the Facebook Live page to access the desired
live or stored stream.
We encourage viewers of the live stream or the stored stream to comment with Joys and Concerns, as
well as any other comments about the Worship Service.

Annual Per Capita
Apportionment for 2021
Presbytery

$2294.24

Synod

$426.40

General Assembly

$933.92

Total

$3,654.56

This is based on our active membership. We would
appreciate your support of this budgetary cost by
covering the $35.14 (only 46 cents more than 2020) per
active member in your family.

The Board of Deacons have only 10 dark blue
Chili Presbyterian face masks left. If you are
interested, they are located in the church
office. The Deacons ask that you place a
donation in the envelope to help defray the
cost.

-Your Board of Deacons
“The day the Lord created hope was
probably the same day Spring as
created”
– Bernard Williams

April newsletter deadline is
March 16

A little musical humor for your enjoyment…..

The Organist
The minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how he was going to, at the end of the
worship service, ask the congregation to come up with more money than they were
expecting for repairs to the church building. Therefore, he was annoyed to find that the
regular organist was out and a substitute had been brought in at the last minute.
The substitute wanted to know what to play. "Here's a copy of the service," he said
impatiently. "But you'll have to think of something to play after I make the announcement
about the finances."
During the service, the minister paused and said, "Brothers and sisters, we are in great
difficulty. The roof repairs cost twice as much as we expected, and we need $4,000 more.
Any of you who can pledge $100 or more, please stand up."
At that moment, the substitute organist played "The Star-Spangled Banner."
And that is how the substitute became the regular.
- Author Unknown –

Be blessed and continue to let the music play.
Be blessed and continue to let the music play.
Adam

- Adam

CHILI PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH GROUP
Leader: Adam Scoville
cpministerofmusic@gmail.com
585-269-8746
Bio: Junior High and Senior High Youth looking to strengthened
their faith in Christ and build lifelong relationships with others.

Please come soon spring!!!
It was a cold February, but that didn’t slow us down too much during youth group. We had a lot of
fun sledding with the Jr High youth kids at the Genesee Country Village and Museum. Our Sr. High
group enjoyed some fun at Lasertron.
Please continue to pray for our youth as we have reached the midway point of school. This time of
year comes with many tests and extra work. And with the extra challenges of the pandemic we are in,
the youth have been stretched in many directions, which can also be stressful. These young leaders
need prayer and strength to achieve all the successes ahead of them.
March is here and that means spring! Check out the schedule below for the upcoming events!
-Adam,

Whitney, McKenlee, and Ethan



Upcoming Schedule!

St. Pauly Box Schedule

March 1 to March 14—Nicole Mathewson
March 15 to March 28—Vicky & Tom Leahy
March 29 to April 11—Ashleigh Naugle

March 7 – Sr. High Youth Group – 1-3pm!
March 14 – No Youth Group!
Saturday , March 20 – Sr. High Youth Event! TBD.
March 21 – Jr High Youth trip to Owl Woods,
1-3 pm! Meet at the woods north of Hilton.
March 28 – Sr. High Youth Group - 1-3pm!

