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“Rooted in Faith, Growing Together, Caring for the Community”

In this issue of Roots & Wings…..

Pentecost

Pentecost

Student scholarship
Church picnic
Cookies for Cans
Food Cupboard grand opening
Sabbatical grant discussion
Staff vacations

“The Great Adventure”

Our Officers: Session, Board of Deacons, Board of Trustees
Our Committees: Endowment, Finance, Mission Fund, Nominating, Personnel,
Scholarship
Our Season Teams: Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Harvest and Advent/Christmas /Epiphany
Our Music Program: Choir, Glorious Ringers, Chili Worship Team
Mission Support: Cameron Community Ministries, Habitat for Humanity, Open Door
Mission, Presbyterian Church special offerings, SWEM, Vision for Camasca, Caring For
The Community, and much more.

Wooten’s Wonderings
What do you think of when you hear the word “adventure”?
Perhaps you think of hiking in the wilderness; going on a road trip, maybe with the
windows rolled down, the wind blowing your hair; maybe it is traveling to a foreign
country to explore new sights, sounds and cultures; or maybe you think of something closer
to home, like starting something new- I often think of parenting as an adventure, but maybe
for you it is starting a new job.
Adventures embody a sense of anticipation, discovery, wonder and curiosity. We go into
it with the expectation that we don’t know exactly what we will encounter along the
way, but that is part of the draw. And so we intentionally open our frame of mind to that of
a learner, a wonderer, an explorer.
When we think of Pentecost, what probably comes to mind first is the resting of the
Holy Spirit on the disciples in the form of tongues of flame. The sound of a rushing wind
was heard and the disciples were driven out into the street to proclaim the good news. This
chaotic, thrilling event was the moment they had been waiting for. Before he left, Jesus had
commissioned them to go out into the farther reaches of the earth and share the good news
of Christ’s life, death and resurrection. But they were cautioned to wait to get started until
the Holy Spirit came and let them loose on the world.
And so, equipped with the Holy Spirit as an internal compass, they set out on a new
adventure- the great adventure of spreading the gospel and creating communities of disciples who would journey together as they discovered and developed a deeper relationship
with God.
It is appropriate, therefore, that our theme for this year’s Pentecost Season is “The Great
Adventure.” Even though the distant of thousands of years separates us from those first
disciples, we are called into the same great adventure of spreading the gospel and
discovering a deeper connection with God. We too, don’t know where this adventure will
lead, but with an attitude of curiosity, anticipation, discovery and wonder, we set out
guided by the Holy Spirit into the unknown.

Leadership News…..
At it’s meeting on May 11, 2021, Session…

-

------–

Note from Open Door Mission:
Dear First Presbyterian,
Thank you so much for the Blessing Bags, and for
your continued support over the years!
The washers and dryers you funded for our family
shelter on Coldwater Road are still in use today!

Our Student Scholarship

Thank you for being a bless to so many.

presentation will take place

Anna Valcria-Iseman

during the Worship service on
Sunday, June 6

Annual Worship & Church Picnic
Sunday, June 13

10 a.m. at Union Station Park Lodge
No Worship service at church!

·
·

Thanks to all who showed up to help and those who purchased the delicious chicken BBQ
on May 16. We had a wonderful turnout. We sold out in record time.
We are proud to
announce that we made a profit of $2,102.93 - that will be placed in the Mission Fund.

FOR

FOOD CupbOarD
-

–

–

Pursuing a Grant
Let’s help Pastor Brandi secure a grant to support her sabbatical in
2023. The Lilly Endowment National Clergy Program is for
congregations and pastors who have a strong relationship with one
another, a high degree of mutual trust and support, and are eager to
see their relationship strengthened, renewed, and continued.
Look for an email inviting you to a Zoom meeting on June 17, 2021 from 7PM to 8PM where we
will discuss what a sabbatical means for us, as well as Pastor Brandi and how we might all be
renewed as a result of our mutual sabbatical experiences.
Topics of discussion to consider:
·
·
·
·

·

A 4-month sabbatical is a long time, how can we best spend it?
Who will support the church spiritually during this time?
What will pastor Brandi Wooten be doing?
Will we do things differently during this time of sabbatical?
à Worship
à Mission
à Season Teams
à Boards & Committees
à Special Events
à Others??
How much will the sabbatical cost and how are we paying for it?
What is the Lilly Grant Application and what are the Congregation’s components?
<visit https://lillyendowment.org for more information>

Our Lilly Grant application deadline is coming in a few months and it is a rigorous application. As
part of the application the following must be included:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Why this is an appropriate time for Brandi and congregation to participate in the renewal
program
Statement written by a representative of the congregation that describes the intended benefits
for both the congregation and Brandi and summarizes the congregation’s views
Description of the congregation’s plans for covering the necessary pastoral functions during
Brandi’s absence
Description for the celebration of Brandi’s leave-taking and return
Description of programs or activities that will serve to renew the congregation as a whole
Description of how upon Brandi’s return, Brandi and the congregation will communicate and
share insights with one another
Description of the process by which the congregation determined whether to submit a
proposal. It is noted that favorable consideration of the application will be given to evidence of
broad congregational support and the whole congregation being aware of the application. It is
also noted that congregational support for the program must be assured before an application
is submitted so that if a grant is awarded, Christian Theological Seminary can be assured that
it will be accepted by the congregation.
continued on next page)

Pursuing a Grant continued…...
Specific information about the congregation
1. Date of founding of Chili Pres and number of years at present location
2. Description of any especially illuminating or distinctive historical events in the life of
Chili Pres
3. Names and tenure of the last four senior pastors
4. List of representative sampling of the ministries, both internal and outreach, in which
Chili Pres is involved.
5. One -page summary of Chili’s Pres’ current annual budget.
(Source: page 7 of 2021 description of Lilly Endowment National Clergy Program)
·

Dreaming of our…...

In 2023, we will all have a chance for renewal in our spiritual life. We need to consider, as a
congregation, what opportunities are available.
On June 17, 2021 from 7 PM to 8 PM there will be the first of two Zoom meetings for us to join
in a discussion regarding what a sabbatical means for us, as well as our pastor.
Watch your email for an eblast with information to participate in this important discussion as
we prepare, as a congregation to support Brandi's sabbatical.

We pray that summer 2021 will be much
better than last year, for many reasons. We
hope that you will be able to “get away”,
spend more time with family and friends
and enjoy the great outdoors.
Just a friendly reminder that during the
summer months the expenses of keeping
the church “running” continues. If possible,
please remember to send your pledge and
donations to the church office.
Thank you
Your Board of Trustees

Wednesday, June 23 at 7:00 pm
We will be discussing the book:
The Brilliant Life of Eudora Honeysett
by Annie Lyons

–
–

–

Thinking about serving as church leaders?
While the Nominating Committee will not meet formally until late summer, maybe now is the time for
you to prayerfully think about how you might serve in an elected position. This year, in addition to filling
some seats on Committees, we will be looking to fill seats on Session, Trustees, and Deacons. Only active
members of the church can serve on these three boards. If you check out the Church Directory and see
an asterisk next to your name you are eligible to serve on these three Boards. We hope you will consider
sharing your time and talent in service to Chili Pres. If you are not already on the Active Membership
Roll, why not give prayerful thought to formally joining the church?
The Nominating committee includes people who are a member of Session, Trustees and Deacons. The
Deacon member is Barbara Boerschlein. The Trustee member is Tom Leahy. And the Session member is
Nancy Huffman. Contact any one of these folks to find out more about what they do! If you would like to
formally join the church, contact Pastor Brandi.

Nancy Huffman,

Chair, Nominating Committee

each other…….

June Celebrations
1

Kathy Stowe

2

McArthur’s Anniversary

5

Geoff Wasmer

9

Wasmer’s Anniversary

12 Sandy McCauley
16

Harvey Heer

17

Alice Alger

17

Zah’s Anniversary

19 Tim Abell Jr
20 McKenlee Scoville
21

Shane Oliver

26 Jean Leiske
29 Danny Gittens

St. Pauly Box Schedule

May 24 to June 6—Mira Wooten
June 6 to June 20—Tom & Vicky Leahy

Worship Greeters in June
June 6
Linda Enright & Sue Johnson
June 13 (Church picnic)
Beth & John Rowe
June 20
Grace & Evan Engelbrecht
June 27
Barb Boerschlein & Tom Rader

Our theme this season is
“The Great Adventure”
Details and dates for Fellowship and Outreach
activities are in the works. Things under
consideration include, a campfire, traversing the
Labyrinth on the church property across the street,
… Look for details in the various church
communications over the coming months.
Your Pentecost team: Evan Engelbrecht, Grace
Engelbrecht, Tim Engelbrecht, Tom Leahy, Marla
Guarnieri

Pastor Brandi will be on vacation from June 23
through July 8. If you are in need of emergency
pastoral care during that time, call Sandy at 6151911.
Guest speakers during that time will be:
Rev. Steve Becker on June 27
Rev. Val Fowler on July 4

