Roots & Wings
First Presbyterian Church of Chili
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“Rooted in Faith, Growing Together, Caring for the Community”

Inside this issue of Roots & Wings:
¨

“Kick-off” Sunday - September 12

¨

Children’s Church begins - September 12

¨

Stokoe Farms Event - Saturday, September 25

¨

Red Wing’s Game - Saturday, October 2

¨

World Wide Communion - Sunday, October 3

¨

Peace & Global Witness Offering

¨

Adult Retreat - October 22 to 24

¨

Youth groups meeting again

Our Officers: Session, Board of Deacons, Board of Trustees
Our Committees: Endowment, Finance, Mission Fund, Nominating, Personnel,
Scholarship
Our Season Teams: Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Harvest and Advent/Christmas /Epiphany
Our Music Program: Choir, Glorious Ringers, Chili Worship Team
Mission /Community Support: Cameron Community Ministries, Habitat for Humanity,
Open Door Mission, Presbyterian Church special offerings, SWEM, Vision for Camasca,
Caring For The Community, Chili Pres Food Cupboard, and much more.

Wooten’s Wonderings

-

World Wide Communion and
Peace & Global Witness Offering
October 3, 2021

Leadership News…..
At its meeting on August 10, 2021, Session…
… met for dinner and our meeting at Elder Sharon Breeze’s home. Our devotion was a
reading from the book, Dear God: Honest Prayers to a God Who Listens by Bunmi Laditon.
… VOTED to approve the agenda with items added
… VOTED to approve the Consent Agenda
…conducted a Quarterly Review of Finances with Andy Atwater, Chair of the Board of
Trustees. Andy reviewed the Profit and Loss Budget vs. Actual and, the Profit and Loss by
Month statements for June. He also reviewed the Treasurer’s reports for June and July. In
general, we are on target for budget although some pledges are down. This typical for the
summer months. Barbara Wasmer, Chair of the Finance Committee will be sending out
Giving Statements. Future projects, which include major repair to the front entrance of the
church and repairs to the church driveway/parking, are on the horizon.
… VOTED to receive the Treasurer’s reports and for the months ending June 30 and July 31,
2021 and the financial reports through June 2021.
…heard a report from Pastor Brandi that the church has been remembered in Barbara
Miller’s trust. She and Andy Atwater have been working with the estate with regard to
required documents.
…heard a report from Pastor Brandi on pastoral contacts
…noted that Pastor Brandi will be on vacation August 29, 2021 – September 2, 2021. Rev.
Bob Kaiser will preach on August 29.
…heard from Pastor Brandi who in her role as a Board Member for Story of Hope Comfort
Home, called our attention to a Classic and Custom Car Show to be held August 28th at the
Alvah Halloran & Son Funeral Home. The Show will benefit Story of Hope Comfort Home.
…placed activity dates on the Master Calendar
October 4, 2021 – Annual Joint Meeting of Session and Deacons 6 PM

October 4, 2021 – Stated Session Meeting to follow Annual Joint Meeting
November 6, 2021 – Annual Fall Supper
November 21, 2021 – Stewardship Sunday and Season Team Sign-up
June 12 or 19, 2022 (tentative) – Church Picnic --date to be confirmed
… appointed Elder Sharon Breeze to serve as Clerk, Pro-tem while Clerk Huffman is away
… VOTED to ratify Session actions that occurred in electronic meetings during the pandemic
…noted that the Valley Neighborhood group will be resuming meetings.
…noted that the media coordinator position and job description is in process

…noted that price estimates for a Digital Amplifier are in process

Leadership News continued...
…noted that the final report of the Personnel Committee is in preparation.
…noted that Stewardship Sunday and Season Team Sign-up will be November 21, 2021
…confirmed that the Annual Joint Meeting of Session and Deacons will take place, Monday,
October 4, 2021 at 6 PM. The Stated Session meeting will follow the Joint Meeting
… heard a report from Elder Huffman, Chair of the Nominating Committee who reviewed the
positions that need to be filled for next year. Several persons on Deacons, Trustees, and
Session will be completing their first 3-year term or may be fulfilling a vacancy that concludes
as of 2022. They are eligible to serve another term. There are also positions to be filled on the
Personnel Committee (2-year term) and the Nominating Committee (1-year term).
… VOTED to receive the report of Darla Diehl who reviewed the financial statements for First
Presbyterian Church of Chili as of December 2020 and stated that she is not aware of any
material modifications that should be made to the financial statements in order for them to
be in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles.
… VOTED to receive the report of Andrew Atwater, Chair of the Board of Trustees regarding
the Annual Review of Insurance policies as follows: At the Board of Trustees meeting,
Monday, June 14, 2021 a review of the Church’s insurance occurred. The church continues
to have policies through Christopher Williams Agency as well as insurance through the
Presbytery blanket policy.
…agreed that current pandemic mitigation policies will remain in effect until further notice.
Session and Trustees continue to monitor COVID status reports. In the sanctuary, cushions
are removed from pews where seating is not permitted. Signage will be on the pew seat where
seating is not permitted. Small groups are permitted to hold meetings at church following
masking and social distancing provisions. Individuals providing childcare wear masks. It is
parent choice if they wish to place their children in childcare,
… VOTED to adjourn at 8:00 p.m. For the first time in several months, we were face-to-face
in our circle while Pastor Brandi led us in a shared benediction based on the Great
Commission
Remitted by,
Elder Nancy P. Huffman, Clerk of Session

Chili Pres Food Cupboard
Saturday, September 18
10:00 am to 11:30 am
“Spread the word”
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Sharon Breeze, Linda Enright, Brian Gernhardt, Debbie Lamphron, Judie
McGaffick, and Geoff & Barb Wasmer.

Sunday Volunteer Schedule
September 5

each other…….

September Celebrations
2

Mira Wooten

4

Audrey Engelbrecht

7

Sue Atwater

9

Ethan Scoville

Greeters: Sue & Andy Atwater
Communion: Sue Atwater, Barb Boerschlein
(juice), Nancy Huffman (bread)
Childcare: Sue Edwards & Linda Enright
September 12
Greeters:
Kathy & Rich Stowe
Childcare: Grace & Evan Engelbrecht

15 Brian Gernhardt & Bill Horne
September 19
Greeters: Marla Guarnieri & Tim Engelbrecht
Childcare: Lori Gittens & Sue Atwater
September 26
September 5
Communion

Greeters: Darla & Dave Diehl
Childcare: Debbie Lamphron & Dale Faatz

September 12
An Invitation to…”Relationship with Jesus”
Mark 8: 27-38
To my church family:
September 19
An Invitation to… “Not Keep Score”
Mark 9: 30-37

Thank you all for your
warm and kind thoughts
over the past few
months. It has been a difficult time and your

September 26
Guest speaker: Rev. Jim Renfrew preaching on
Vital Congregation Re-boot

cards brightened my days.
Thanks so much!
Wilan

October Newsletter deadline
September 21

September
22

Chili Presbyterian Church Fall Retreat
When: October 22-24, 2021

Where: Camp Asbury in Perry NY

Retreat theme: Christ, The Solid Rock I Stand

Presenters: Rev Kevin Hershey
Whitney Scoville

Check in Friday October 22nd 6:30-7:30pm Orientation for the weekend is planned to
begin at 7:30pm
Join us for a weekend away on Silver Lake to connect with God and friends where we will
be invited to explore what it means to Stand on the Solid Rock of Christ. The Spirit of God
invites us to be patient, to find and create peace, to be inspired, to ground our feet in
Christ and to love the world.
Cost: $145.50 per person
Includes: two nights lodging, for a two-person room (one bathroom is shared between two rooms) and four meals with coffee and tea for each session. Linens are
included.
What to bring: Bible, clothes, personal items and a snack to share.

COVID 19 Precautions: We will be outside when weather permits and spacing while
gathered inside. Camp Asbury required masks while in the dining room until you are
seated to eat. To best care for all in attendance we ask that you stay home if you are not
feeling well. Vaccinations are encouraged if you are able. If you are not vaccinated we ask
that you get a COVID 19 test before joining us at the retreat. Currently CVS and Walgreens
are offering tests for free with results available in 1-2 days.

Registration forms are available on the bulletin board in the
fellowship room

No Longer Paralyzed
I have been reflecting about life over the past year and a half in the pandemic. We live much
different lives now, don’t we? Masks, hand washing, and social distancing have all become staples in
regards to our safety within our church and community. Our cleaning regimen has increased to
extreme levels in our schools and public places. Being intentional and valuing time together with those
we care about has meant so much more. It has taken a total reframe in our lives to change how we
used to live and view things, and we have seen the good, the bad, and even the ugly in our society from
all of this. It has raised the stress of some and made things much more complicated for others.
Though I have sometimes been worried to admit this to our church, there have been many times
this past year and a half that I have felt the restrictions that have been put in place for keeping us safe
as a church community and a society have been paralyzing, and the devil has been basking in his
glory watching us struggle in isolation. Don’t get me wrong, I believe the protocols we have put in place
have been needed and appropriate. Taking the extra safety precautions have kept any serious outbreaks from occurring, and we have found ways to have meaningful worship.
But many times during this pandemic, it has felt so complicated to make certain things happen.
How many repeated discussions have been had stating that this is “just too impossible to make this
particular thing happen safely.” While sometimes it is true, how many times have we just used this as
our “cop out” answer? It’s too hard, so why even try? Other times, I have noticed that if it becomes
hard to make something work out safely, I tend to freeze in it, not do anything, or even try to pretend
or block out the situation, like it doesn’t exist.
I can say without a doubt that I have been guilty of giving up sometimes during the pandemic. And
can you seeing how paralyzing all of this has become? I have sensed for some time now that the devil
has thoroughly enjoyed watching us struggle and put a divide within the body of believers. Satan has
thrived on shoving fear and doubt into our world through this pandemic, and it has put so many of us
in a rut.
2 Timothy 1:7 states: "For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but a spirit of power, of
love, and of self-discipline." The apostle Paul, nearing the end of his life, is writing this to Timothy, and
knows that soon he will be killed, and yet shows his confidence in his faith in God. This same God
offers us a spirit of power to control our circumstances, and love to find restoration in the church
universal, and self-discipline to maintain healthy lives and be advocates for the community around us.
It is time to act. It is time to push aside fear and to show our resilience. We have given up far too
long, and it’s time for us to accept, to change, and to move forward. I pray that you can find courage
and strength in this time and be a difference maker, shining your light within the shadows.

Be blessed and continue to let the music play - Adam
Be blessed and continue to let the music play.

Adam

-

-

Fall-ready?!?!
Is it fall already? (Getting good at Dad jokes J) It’s here! And it is time to begin another year of youth
group! We have a Sr. High Youth group (grades 8-12) and a Jr. High Youth group (grades 4-7) that will
be meeting again starting in September. If you are interested in having your youth be a part of the fun,
please contact Adam, at (585)269-8746 or email at cpministerofmusic@gmail.com.
This summer was fairly quiet except for the short mission trip we did at Camp Whitman! It was a 3 day
adventure where 4 youth, 5 adults, 1 toddler and 1 infant journeyed to the camp on Geneva Lake,
where we cut a LOT of firewood, built a few porches and repaired various other porches and picnic
tables for the camp. Whitney provided devotions throughout each day, and we swam, did a boat ride
and played lots of ping pong throughout our time there. It was a very successful trip and thank you for
all your support and prayer!
Below is the upcoming schedule! Pray for our youth as they begin another year of school amidst an
ongoing pandemic!
Blessings all!

Adam, Whitney, McKenlee, and Ethan J

Upcoming Schedule!

September 5 – Labor day weekend No Youth
Group!
September 12 – Sr. High Youth Group – TBD.
September 19 – Jr High Youth Group 12-2pm
September 26 – Sr. High Youth Group – TBD.
FRIDAY – October 1 – CAMPFIRE @ the Scovilles.
Both groups! 6:30-9:30pm
October 3 – No Youth Group!

St. Pauly Box Schedule

August 30-September 12 –
Aidan Snover
September 13-26 –
Adam Scoville
September 27-October 24 NEED VOLUNTEERS!

