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“Rooted in Faith, Growing Together, Caring for the Community”

In this issue of Roots & Wings …
Fall Supper - November 6
Habitat Pie orders deadline - November 7
Book Club discussion - November 18
Stewardship Sunday - November 21
Season Team Sign-up - November 21
Hanging of the Greens - November 21

Be watching for information in the Chili Pres
Happenings for ordering your Christmas
poinsettias. Deadline for orders will be Sunday,
December 5

Our Officers: Session, Board of Deacons, Board of Trustees
Our Committees: Endowment, Finance, Mission Fund, Nominating, Personnel,
Scholarship
Our Season Teams: Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Harvest and Advent/Christmas /Epiphany
Our Music Program: Choir, Glorious Ringers, Chili Worship Team
Mission /Community Support: Cameron Community Ministries, Habitat for Humanity,
Open Door Mission, Presbyterian Church special offerings, SWEM, Vision for Camasca,
Caring For The Community, Chili Pres Food Cupboard, and much more.

Wooten’s Wonderings
As you are probably aware, our church is participating in the denomination’s “Vital
Congregations Initiative”. This opportunity, while stalled a bit because of Covid, comes at a good
time in the life of our congregation. Like any organization, every few years it is important to
evaluate how we are living into our mission statement and discover where the gaps are in
fulfilling our purpose. The church is no different and it might even be more important because we
have such a long history, we could easily get in a rut and not meet the current needs of this
congregation and our community. The Vital Congregations Initiative is a tool that will help us
understand and evaluate how we are doing at living into our mission to be Rooted in Faith, Grow
Together and Care for our Community. With the changes that Covid has created, it is a very good
time to fully take advantage of this tool so that we can continue to adjust and meet the spiritual
and physical needs of the community.
Through careful scripture study and analysis of many thriving congregations of all sizes, the
VCI tool lays out 7 marks, or key components, to what makes a congregation “vital.” The first
mark is Lifelong Discipleship Formation or Growing as Followers of Jesus Christ. Being a
Christian is not about a one-time affirmation. It is a journey. It is a process of choosing everyday to
follow Jesus more closely and allowing ourselves to be slowly transformed in the process. As Brian
McClaren says, the church is a place where we are continually “training for apostleship, training
for mission.” (A Generous Orthodoxy, page 223) I like this image of the church as a training ground.
It reminds me that the church is not a place for perfect people or people who have everything
figured out. It is a place where we desire to learn and grow, make mistakes, and have a
community that will be there for us as we figure out what it means for us to be disciples of Jesus
Christ.
Here are some reflection questions to help us think about this mark in relate to our church:
Are people of all ages being challenged in assumptions, growing in understanding and learning
the language of faith?
How can faithful discipleship become our daily identity?
How do others know that we are Jesus’ disciples?
As a disciple, what uncomfortable things do you need to let go of, what truths do you need to be
aware of, what places do you fear to follow, what things are you afraid God might call you to do?

Leadership News
At the Annual Joint Meeting of the Session and the Board of Deacons they….
…discussed a paper written by Susan Orr, our Presbytery transitional leader/Stated Clerk,
based on the book How to Lead When You Don’t Know Where You’re Going, by Susan
Beaumont. Beaumont speaks of leading with “Presence” meaning “a willingness to experiment,
take risks and learn by mistakes. She states, “Presence is guided by the Spirit and is willing to
face failure.” In our discussion we talked about a leadership thinking shift from “knowing to
unknowing”. Here we become curious and begin to depart from thoughts such as “we’ve always
done it this way” and begin to see the light at the end of the tunnel as we realize we can be ever
-changing, and we see hope. We challenge our own thinking, we let go and we can move into
new approaches and insights. This past year and a half has indeed moved us into rethinking
our thinking! We’ve been able to “let go” of things we’ve always done and dive into new growth
ventures.
As we concluded, the Session wanted the Deacons know how much they appreciated their
energy, and new initiatives like the Little Free Library and the Food Cupboard. The Deacons
wanted the Session to know how much they appreciated the support for the Food Cupboard
and their hope for it to be a “whole” church project – not just the Deacons project. Deacons
also wanted Session to know how much they appreciated funding for publicizing our Church in
the Westside News
There being no further business, Session and Deacons VOTED to adjourn the Joint meeting at
6:45 PM. Pastor Brandi led us in closing prayer.

Remitted by,
Nancy P. Huffman, Clerk of Session
At its meeting on October 4, 2021, Session….
… opened the meeting with prayer by Pastor Brandi
…VOTED to approve the agenda as published
… VOTED to approve the Consent Agenda
…VOTED to receive the Treasurer’s report and financial summary for the month ending
September 30, 2021
…heard a report from Pastor Brandi on pastoral care contacts

…had a reminder from Pastor Brandi to sign in with Praesidium to take the NY State Sexual
Harassment Prevention Training
…heard a report from Pastor Brandi that the Miller trust funds have been received and placed
in a Designated Fund line until its use is determined. An additional 10% from the estate is
anticipated. Pastor Brandi has had some discussion with the family about use of the trust but
there are no stipulations on its use.
…VOTED to hold a joint meeting with the Board of Trustees, the Session, and the Investment
Committee to explore uses of the Trust.

Leadership News continued...
…provided input to the Clerk of Session on the narrative questions for the Session minutes review

by Presbytery.
1. How has your congregation lived into its mission since the last review of minutes (which
was in 2019)?
-adapted our annual fall supper to be take out (Caring for the Community)
-used technology to make worship, Bible Study, communion, book club and other
activities available (Growing Together)
-created the “Little Free Library” (Caring for the Community)
-created and opened a Food Cupboard (Caring for the Community)
2. The most significant impact of the pandemic for our congregation was:
-having to be separated and not being able to be together for worship,
Potlucks, and other gatherings that we were accustomed to
-having to act quickly and decisively given the changing COVID restrictions
-having to be creative and invest in technology to maintain worship services and meetings
-implementing Zoom meetings!
3. One blessing from the past year for which we are most grateful:
-not to take gathering together for granted
-we were able to be creative, pivot, and move forward
…placed activity dates on the master calendar
-January 6, 2022 6:30 PM Special Meeting of Session to Approve Budget
-January 23, 2022 Annual Meeting of Congregation -Following Worship
-January 30, 2022 8:30 AM Examination and Training of Newly Elected Officers
-January 30, 2022 Installation/Ordination of Newly Elected Officers and Recognition of
Trustees – During worship
…heard a labyrinth trail update from Elder Engelbrecht and discussed the need for mowing and
maintaining contact with the Town of Chili
…discussed the need for a representative for the Vital Congregations Initiative
… discussed adherence to current COVID mitigation requirements particularly during worship.
Consideration for those who are not vaccinated, children in particular, is important as we seek to
gather. Session will continue to monitor.
…noted that Geoff Wasmer, Andy Reitano and Adam Scoville are continuing to meet and explore
options.
…noted the Personnel Committee report is planned for next month
… VOTED to approve the Media Coordinator job description.
…noted that Elder Huffman will be convening a meeting of the Nominating Committee
…engaged in a discussion about Pastor Brandi’s 4-month sabbatical leave in 2023 (May –
August) and submitting a Lilly grant application to support her sabbatical.
Huffman noted several articles about the grant have been published in the newsletter. A meeting
for the congregation was held on June 17, 2021 to discuss the sabbatical and the grant and how
we will renew ourselves while Pastor Brandi is renewing herself. Input is being sought from the
Board of Trustees and the Board of Deacons. As part of the grant application, we the
congregation, must document how, if we are successful in securing the grant, we will be renewed
during this sabbatical time.

Leadership News continued...
Several ideas were brainstormed: plan for gathering (like Simple Supper), put a “hold” on
Board and Committee meetings, focus on a church-wide effort to develop the labyrinth trail
and community garden, do a self-study on how we do church business (do we have too many
Boards/Committees), explore opportunities to do new things, engage in an activity that will
result in community involvement. Session agreed to place this on the agenda for our next
meeting.
…VOTED to adjourn at 8:30 p.m. Pastor Brandi led us in a shared benediction based on the
Great Commission.
Remitted by,

Elder Nancy Huffman, Clerk of Session

“Enjoy the little things for one
day you may look back and
realize they are the big things”
- Robert Brault

The next book we will be reading
is The Lions of 5th Avenue by Fiona
Davis.

Stewardship Sunday
November 21
Watch for a special
invitation!

We will discuss this book
on Thursday, November 18th at 7:00
PM. (NOTE the date change)
A Zoom link will be sent out when it
gets closer to the date of our
discussion. Hopefully, we will also
have time to talk about The Gown
(which we never were able to get
done this summer). This gives
everyone about five weeks to read
the book.
If you haven't had a chance to
read The Gown, you might want to
go back and read it, too

Sunday Volunteer Schedule
November 7

each other…….

November Celebrations
2

Jean Bartholomew

5

Ashleigh Naugle

8

John Rowe/ Brian Faatz

11 Mila Rose Sosik

Greeters: Dale & Brian Faatz
Communion: Dale Faatz (bread), Becky
Gernhardt (juice), Roger Willis
Childcare: Beth Rowe & Whitney Scoville
November 14
Greeters:
Linda Enright
Childcare: Sue Atwater & Sue Edwards

13 Ashley Avery
November 21

20 Cindy Blair
22 Don Strine
25 Joe Harkness

Greeters:
Fred Zah & Sandy McCauley
Childcare: Barb Boerschlein & Lori Gittens
November 28
Greeters: Jane & Fred Schulitz
Childcare: Dale Faatz & Marla Guarnieri

November 7
“Invitation to Stop and Notice”
Mark 12: 38-44
November 14
“Invitation to Look for the Things that Last”
Mark 13: 1-3
November 21
“Invitation to Share”
Musical Sermon “Here are my Hands”
1 Samuel 3: 1-10
November 28
“Housing Hope”
Luke 21: 25-36

December Newsletter
deadline November 16

To the Congregation,
Thank you from the
bottom of my heart for
the surprise
celebration of Pastor
Appreciate Day.
I cannot express how
touched I am at your words of support and
encouragement. Your thoughtfulness meant
a great deal to me. It continues to be an
honor and blessing to serve God alongside
each and every one of you. Thank you
again!
Love,
Pastor Brandi

Saturday, November 6, 2021
Take Out Only
4:00 pm until sold out
$14 per meal

Annual Habitat Holiday Pie Sale

The pies are made by Special Touch Bakery. This is the bakery for School of the Holy Childhood located
at 1999 Mt. Read Blvd.
The pie choices are:
Apple crumb Rumbleberry
Strawberry Rhubarb
Pumpkin
Pecan
The cost of pies are $17 each. Fruit pies will be unbaked and frozen in a bakery box for freshness and
flavor
The Pumpkin & Pecan pies will come baked and packaged in a durable plastic container.
Pies need to be ordered and paid for by Sunday, November 7. Checks should be made payable to First
Presbyterian Church of Chili with “Habitat Pies” written on the memo line
Pies should be picked up at church on Tuesday, November 23 between 4:30-6:30 pm
If you have any questions, please contact Roger Willis at rwillis004@rochester.rr.com or call 293-3561

The Advent-Christmas-Epiphany (ACE) Team will be
decorating the sanctuary for Advent/Christmas on
November 21 after the Worship service. They would
love your help. There will be no refreshments, but
an opportunity to get into the “holiday spirit” and
have some social—distancing fellowship

Count your Rainbows
Not your thunderstorms

It is the Season of Giving. How about giving your time and talent? How
about joining a Season Team?
These small groups work together to plan activities and projects for a liturgical season. The
first meeting is with Pastor Brandi where you study the Bible passages for the season and
identify a theme. The team sets up their own schedule to develop plans for worship,
decorating the church, Children’s church, outreach, fellowship activities, and adult learning
opportunities. Participating in a Season Team small group unleashes your creativity, fosters
yet another form of fellowship (especially when some of meetings involve gathering around a
table of food!), and sharing of inspirational stories of our own.

Sooo….what's your season? Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Harvest, Advent-Epiphany???
Here’s the Season schedule for next year.
Sign-up sheets will be available on November 21, are posted in Fellowship Hall

or call the church office.
Lent

Easter

Pentecost

Planning Begins:

Planning Begins:

Planning Begins:

January 16, 2022

February 27, 2022

April 7,2022

Dates for Implementation:

Dates for Implementation:

Dates for Implementation:

March 22 to April 16 2022

April 17 to June 4, 2022

June 5, 2022 to September 10,
2022

Harvest

Advent-Epiphany

Planning Begins:

Planning Begins:

July 24, 2022

October 9, 2022

What is your

Dates for Implementation:

Implementation:

September 11 to November 26,
2022

November 27, 2022 to March 1,
2023

season?

Time Flies When You’re Having Fun!
The holiday season is coming fast! Can you believe in a few short weeks we will gather together with friends
and family to eat way too much turkey and mashed potatoes, and hopefully give some thanks to our Creator? My
excitement builds for these upcoming holidays, and now with children, I find that I am reliving my youth in a lot
of ways, getting ready to share the meaning of Thanksgiving and Christmas with them. I have so many great
memories over the years during the holiday season.
Which leads me to say, “Time flies when you’re having fun!” I wonder how many times I have said that in my
life. Many times I will just cut it down to “time flies!” I may run into an old friend, or look back at my life’s
pattern over a certain amount of time and that phrase slips right off my tongue.
Let’s think about this for a moment. First of all “time” is an ordered pattern to keep life moving and “flying” is
soaring through the air somehow – they are not connected (Unless you throw a clock through the air, and it
magically develops wings…). But why in life does it feel like time moves so quickly? I often contemplate this
idea during this time of year. I’ve wondered if it has to do with the excitement the holidays bring, but I think it’s
more than that.
The earth is always moving. Not only that, the solar system around the earth is always moving. Day will
always bring night, and vice versa. We will always grow and learn and have new experiences. We simply aren’t
born and stay the same shape and mental capacity throughout the years. We are constantly moving with our
surroundings.
God created all of this. God created us to be moving, intellectual beings. It is part of the life that the Creator
has gifted to us. Time moves and we follow; it doesn’t speed up or slow down. But I think we can be very
unaware of the steady movement of time. Sometimes we fill our time with too many things, and we miss what’s
important in life. Maybe that is why we have holidays like Thanksgiving. A time to stop and reflect and thank our
Creator God for the gift of time and everything it brings to us.
However, at Thanksgiving, there are times when I know I get caught up waiting at the table for pumpkin pie. I
need that pumpkin pie to settle the rest of the food I have consumed, and once all the pie is eaten I then can take a
nap while watching football on the nearby couch. I know I can be very unaware of time, and forget the important
people in my life from time to time. Then a month passes and I haven’t contacted family and friends, and I feel
way out of touch with them. Or the plans that I wanted to get done this week continue to be pushed to the side
for months and even years.
One of my life lessons I’ve learned through the years is that we need to make the most of our time on earth. We
are only one of thousands of generations to walk this earth. We are just a footnote in the history books here on
earth, and we need to be the best we can be with the time that God gives us on this earth.
So may you find the real importance of the holiday season, try not to eat too much turkey, and know that our
time on earth is a cycle that steadily continues to move us through our lives each day. Ask God what more you
can be doing and reflecting on during Thanksgiving and beyond, or even what you might be missing.

Be blessed and continue to let the music play - Adam

CHILI PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH GROUP
Leader: Adam Scoville
cpministerofmusic@gmail.com
585-269-8746
Bio: Junior High and Senior High Youth looking to strengthened
their faith in Christ and build lifelong relationships with others.

Let’s get the turkey ready!
It was a great month of youth events in October! We started the month by joining the church event to
the Red Wings game. The Sr. High Youth met twice during the month and enjoyed coffee and snacks
out as we discussed the word Integrity and what the Bible has to say about it. The Jr. High met and
learned about Jesus as Messiah and what that means. We ended the month doing our annual Harvest
party where we played a bunch of games and ate lots of food!
Both groups also got a taste of playing on our awesome new ping pong table, thanks to the Trustees and
the Mission Committee. It is downstairs in the youth room for anyone to play! Feel free to come down
and check it out when you are at church!

Here comes November! Need runners for the Fall Supper Takeout! Please try to be there if you can.
Blessings all!
Adam, Whitney, McKenlee, and Ethan ☺

Upcoming Schedule!
Saturday – November 6 – Annual Roast Beef Dinner!
Both groups! Need runners 3-6pm.
November 7 – Sr. High Youth Group – TBD.
Saturday November 13 – Lasertron! 1-4pm. Both Groups!
November 14 –No Youth Group! Adam is away!
November 21 – Jr High Youth Group 12-2pm
November 28 –No Youth Group! Thanksgiving Break

St. Pauly Box Schedule
October 25-November 7
– Mira Wooten
November 8-21
– Harry Gernhardt
November 22-December 5
– Brooke Wilson

