Roots & Wings
First Presbyterian Church of Chili

2021

“Rooted in Faith, Growing Together, Caring for the Community”

In this issue of Roots & Wings …
Ordering Poinsettia
Donation to the Scholarship Fund
Community Mission Outreach
Christmas Eve Service
Special December 26th Service
Annual Report Deadline

Our Officers: Session, Board of Deacons, Board of Trustees
Our Committees: Endowment, Finance, Mission Fund, Nominating, Personnel,
Scholarship
Our Season Teams: Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Harvest and Advent/Christmas /Epiphany
Our Music Program: Choir, Glorious Ringers, Chili Worship Team
Mission /Community Support: Cameron Community Ministries, Habitat for Humanity,
Open Door Mission, Presbyterian Church special offerings, SWEM, Vision for Camasca,
Caring For The Community, Chili Pres Food Cupboard, and much more.

Wooten’s Wonderings
The seasons of Advent and Christmas are full of traditions. One of my favorite traditions is
getting out my Christmas decorations. The beloved nativity scene comes in many different
shapes and sizes. Some even have the backdrop of the stable- that humble place where, among
the animals and straw, Mary had her baby. We recall that she had to deliver the Son of God in a
stable because there was “no room for them” in the Inn. footnote explanation is all the
information new get about the location of Jesus’ birth. The Innkeeper often gets a bad wrap- the
callous business man who turns this family in need away and gives them barely a roof over their
heads.
But what if we consider that this man was thinking outside of the box, finding a solution to
a problem instead of turning them away to fend for themselves. What if instead of him saying,
“there is no room”, he took a look at Mary and Joseph and said, “there has to be room
somewhere. How can we solve this?”
So this season, what if, in the midst of the busy-ness of Advent, instead of saying “there is
no time to make room for Christ right now”, we say “there has to be room”.
What if we consider how, we are making room in our lives to house the holy. To help us enter
this frame of mind, here is meditation written by Marcia McFee:
Make of my heart a stable,
a house for the holy,
a warm and sturdy place
for hope to live and grow.
In this moment we open the doors of our hearts, letting go of all we do not need.
Take a deep breath in…
And then breathe out regret…
And breathe in forgiveness…
And out again, inviting peace.
In this moment we open the doors of our hearts to the Spirit, inviting us to become more than
we can ask or imagine.
Take a deep breath in…
And then breathe out fear…
And breathe in courage…
And out again, inviting hope.
In this moment we open the doors of our hearts, filling it with compassion for all those
who are struggling.
We remember and pray for…
… those who are suffering economic hardship, and insecurity in basic needs; may
abundance be shared.
… those who are suffering mentally, finding it difficult to cope;
may paths open and hope return.
… those who are suffering illness or injury;
may healing abound.
…. those who are suffering loneliness and isolation; may companionship
and solace arrive.
… those who are suffering discrimination, fear and violence;
may they know respect, respite, and safety.
May the Advent of Compassion be born in us,
reside within us,
move outward from us,
to meet the needs of the world,
making a house for the Holy that is each and every child of God.

Leadership News
At its meeting on November 9, 2021, Session…
…held devotional reflecting on the word, “Contentment”. What does it represent, what images
does the word bring to mind? Our shared responses were a “feeling of satisfaction for what I
accomplished today”, a feeling of peacefulness and calm”, “an opportunity to be in the present
without outside distractions”, “a quiet moment”, an “opportunity for appreciation of our lives,
our surroundings, and gifts from God”. Pastor Brandi opened the meeting with prayer.
… VOTED to approve the agenda as published.
… VOTED to approve the Consent Agenda

… VOTED to receive the Treasurer’s report and financial summary for the month ending
October 31, 2021.
…heard a report from Pastor Brandi on her pastoral contacts
…heard a report from Pastor Brandi that she is trying to find pulpit supply for worship on
December 26, 2021. Session acknowledged this could be a challenge given that this is the day
after Christmas when pastors and families may be traveling or wishing to spend time with
families. Session discussed various options for worship.
Upon motion and second, Session VOTED to not hold in-person worship on Sunday, December
26, 2021 and offer other worship experience/options for our church family and, further, to give
our Director of Music, Adam Scoville an extra Sunday “off” to spend time with family
…heard a report from Clerk of Session, Elder Huffman that she responded to an inquiry from a
person researching genealogical and church history in Monroe County. She noted that
resources for accessing early church records and history are available via the Presbyterian
Historical Society where our documents are stored. She also noted that there is information at
the Chili Town Hall maintained by the Town of Chili Historical Preservation Board.
…heard a report from Clerk of Session that Session minutes review took place on October 28,
2021 with a Clerk of Session partner from another church. Completed forms will be reviewed
by Susan Orr, Stated Clerk who will then issue a letter and a stamp to be affixed to our
minutes.
…heard a report from Elder Engelbrecht that he has mowed the Church property parking area
and the labyrinth trail. All are welcome to visit the trail as it is quite walkable right now.
Session expressed appreciation for Tim’s work in developing and maintaining this trail.
…noted that we need to select two new Elder representatives to participate on VCI (Vital
Congregations Initiative) church Elder member committee. This committee meets once a month
via Zoom. By consensus, Session agreed it does not want to abandon this VCI initiative.
However, if we do not have representatives, we may have to end our participation in this
initiative.
…noted that Pastor Brandi convening a meeting of Session and Trustees to review our COVID
rules and discuss next steps for our church.
…noted that Andy Reitano and Adam Scoville are working on this. There is no report at this
time.
…noted that Elder Engelbrecht is convening the Personnel Committee to prepare a report on
staff evaluations
…noted that the Nominating Committee is working to fill positions and will have a meeting
next week.

Leadership News continued...
… continued its discussion on planning for Pastor Brandi’s sabbatical. Elder Huffman noted that
the Sabbatical Committee prepared a “Q&A” document that was sent to church family today.
Groups and individuals are encouraged to continue their discussion on how we can experience a
sabbatical of renewal as a church family while Pastor Brandi is at the same time experiencing a
time of renewal. We explored ideas. For example, we as a church family could use this as a time
for stepping back from our usual routines such as suspending formal board and committee
meetings for four months. Our typical Easter Season could be shortened, and Pentecost season
suspended with a one-time newly named “Season of Renewal” (May through September). Harvest
Season could be replaced with a one-time “Season of Reflection”. (The Lilly Grant application
requires both the church and the pastor to reflect and celebrate their sabbatical experience.)
Again, the labyrinth seems to emerge as offering opportunities for fellowship, gathering for
picnics/potlucks, engaging in spiritual art experiences as we develop the labyrinth into reality.
There are opportunities for engaging in spiritual nature walks, and even a weeklong camping trip
in nearby national park. Thoughts emerged considering our Boards and Committees not holding
formal meetings during this time and accomplishing required tasks in other ways. The discussion
will continue to be on the Session agenda.
… set aside possible dates (either November 28, 2021 or December 5, 2021) to hold a Special
Meeting following worship to receive new members.
…VOTED to adjourn at 7:30 p.m. Pastor Brandi led us in a shared benediction based on the
Great Commission.
Remitted by,

Elder Nancy Huffman, Clerk of Session

December 5
“Housing Peace”
Luke 3: 1-6
December 12
“Housing Joy”
Luke 3: 7-18

December 19
“Housing Love”
Luke 1: 39-5
December 26
Synod of the Northeast
Virtual Christmastide Worship Service

January Newsletter
deadline
December 21
Annual Reports deadline
January 11

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS – 2021
Option 1 – Poinsettia ($10.00)

________________________________________________
________________________________________________

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Presented by

Reports for the 2021 Annual Meeting
booklet will be due in the office by
Tuesday, January 11. The booklet is
distributed the week before the
Corporation and Congregational meetings
which will take place on January 23, 2022.
If you have any questions, please call the
office.

_______________________________________
Total Plants _____ $ Enclosed ______
Check
Last day to order is December 5th

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 2021
Option 2 – Scholarship Fund

________________________________________________

Being Good Stewards of Our Building
We are pleased that committees, boards
and groups are starting to be more
comfortable using our beautiful facility
at Chili Pres. Because of this increase,
we want to be sure that the space that
you want to use is available. Please
contact the Church Office
(fpc3600@gmail.com or 889-9896) BEFORE planning your meeting or event
so that we can add it to the calendar
and confirm the space is open.

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Presented by
_______________________________________
$ Enclosed ______

Christmas Eve Service
December 24

Last day to donate is December

12th

7:00 pm

Worship Volunteer Schedule

each other…….

December Celebrations
1

Lori Oliver

3

Nancy Huffman

8

Aidan Snover

9

Roger Willis

December 12
Greeter: Judie McGaffick & Sue Edwards
Childcare: Linda Enright & Becky Gerhardt

13 Aaron Atwater
14 Scott Oliver, Brandi Wooten
16 Gage Oliver
18 Ginny Harkness, Nicole Mathewson
26 Terry Edwards, Darla Diehl
29 Gail McArthur

December 5
Greeters: Carrie Horton & Debbie Lamphron
Communion: Carrie Horton (bread), Debbie
Lamphron (juice), Gail McArthur
Childcare: Grace Engelbrecht & Barb Wasmer

December 19
Greeters: Sue Johnson & Sharon Breeze
Child Care: Vicky Leahy & Kathy Mathewson
December 24 (Christmas Eve)
Greeters: Nancy & Jerry Huffman
Andy & Sue Atwater

Synod of the Northeast
Christmastide Worship Service
This Christmastide the Synod will provide a Special Sunday after Christmas Worship Service. The
December 26 service will include choirs and musicians from across the Synod and a special message from
our Transitional Synod Leader.
Our session has decided to use this pre-recorded service as a gift to our Pastor and Minister of Music who
have labored long this year, blessing them with a day off. Pastor Brandi is singing the anthem in the
virtual choir anthem. More information will follow on how to watch this special service on December 26.

May God bless each of us with time this season to refresh our souls as we recount the birth of the Christ
Child and spend time with family and friends.

The ACE (Advent Christmas Epiphany) Team has chosen the Continuing Developmental
Services as their mission outreach during the Advent season.
CDS provides opportunities for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities to
lead independent and fulfilling lives in their communities.
They provide:
Comprehensive opportunities for socialization and skill development
Employment and career training
Family training, education and support
Community based residential services
We will be sponsoring two families with gifts for individuals in those families. There will be a
Christmas tree in the fellowship room with ornaments that have a person’s name and an item
they would enjoy getting for Christmas. You are being asked to take an ornament (or more) and
purchase the item requested. Do not wrap the item but put the person’s name on the gift. Place
the gift in the box provided in the fellowship room by DECEMBER 19.
Thank you for making this Christmas season a little brighter for these two families.

The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished
Presbyterian tradition since the 1930’s. The
offering distributes gifts equally to the Assistance
Program of the Board of Pensions and to
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges
equipping communities of color. Fifty percent of
our gifts to the Christmas Joy offering assist
current and retired church workers and their families who are in financial need. The other fifty percent makes it possible for students to learn and
grow in faith at Presbyterian -related schools and
colleges equipping communities of color.
Offering envelopes will be in the pews starting
December 12.

Thank you in advance for your support of this special offering.

An Aspiring Grinch
Christmas is coming! And as we have been preparing for the holidays, doing all the decorating
and shopping, the television at the Scoville house has been showing round the clock Christmas
movies. One of my favorites, which is now McKenlee’s favorite as well, is the Grinch! We were
watching the Grinch in July, and it hasn’t gotten old!
And as the story goes in Dr. Seuss's classic Christmas tale, How the Grinch Stole Christmas,
the Grinch suffers from having a small heart, in which he lacks the joy for Christmas. So he
tries to put a stop to Christmas by taking anything and everything Christmas related away
from the town of Whoville, but in the end, he comes to understand what Christmas is all about
and his heart grows three sizes! This heart change makes a big difference in his life and he
returns Christmas to everyone.
We can never be sure of what Dr. Seuss' intentions were when he wrote the story back in 1957,
but it seems like it could come across as a parallel to the change that takes place in a person's
life when they encounter the profound Christ in their lives for the first time. In Ezekiel 36:26 it
says that “I (God) will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I (God) will remove
from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. In 2 Corinthians 5:17, the apostle
Paul wrote "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation, the old has gone, the
new has come!"
There are moments in our faith journey where we experience God in a new way, and it is lifechanging. Our hearts are challenged in new ways, and we are molded into a new way of
thinking, a new way of living.
The other interesting thing about the Grinch, is that when he returns and confesses to the
Whos of Whoville, then don’t get angry, or seek revenge, or persecute him. Like the return of
the prodigal son, the Grinch is greeted with loving and forgiving arms, and they even let him
cut the roast beast at the head of the table. Think about that. How many times have you been
wronged and haven’t been upset about it? That is Godly forgiveness. No pointing fingers. No
holding grudges.
"Welcome Christmas - While we stand - Heart to heart - And hand in hand." During this
holiday season, may you allow God to mold you into a new creation again. May you experience
profound joy and spread it to those around you. It might just make all the difference in the
world.
Be blessed and continue to let the music play - Adam

CHILI PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH GROUP
Leader: Adam Scoville
cpministerofmusic@gmail.com
585-269-8746
Bio: Junior High and Senior High Youth looking to strengthened
their faith in Christ and build lifelong relationships with others.

Christmas is coming!
Can you believe it? The excitement of Christmas is here! Get out the tree, hang the lights, buy
the presents!
But before we do all that, let’s review what happened in November! First of all, thanks to all
who helped with the Fall Supper. We had a successful takeout event that moved quickly! Many
hands made for lighter work for everyone, and the funds collected go to many good causes
within our church and our community.
We also had a couple of youth group meetings this month, where we ate great food, played
some cool games, and had some good faith discussions.

As we finish up the 2021, please look below to see the upcoming events! Have a wonderful
holiday season!

Adam, Whitney, McKenlee, and Ethan ☺

Upcoming Schedule!

St. Pauly Box Schedule

Saturday December 4 – Lasertron! 1-4pm. Both Groups!
December 5 – Sr. High Youth Group – TBD.
December 12 – Sr. High Youth Group – TBD.
December 19 – Youth Group Christmas Party 12-2pm.
Both Groups!

November 22-December 5
– Brooke Wilson
December 6-19 – Leahy’s
December 21-January 2
– Ashleigh Naugle

