
                                    Roots & Wings 

                                   First Presbyterian Church of Chili 

“Rooted in Faith, Growing Together, Caring for the Community” 

Our Officers:   Session, Board of Deacons, Board of Trustees 

Our Committees:  Endowment, Finance, Mission Fund, Nominating, Personnel,  

Scholarship 

Our Season Teams:  Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Harvest and Advent/Christmas /Epiphany 

Our Music Program: Choir, Glorious Ringers, Chili Worship Team 

Mission /Community Support:  Cameron Community Ministries, Habitat for Humanity, 
Open Door Mission, Presbyterian Church special offerings, SWEM, Vision for Camasca, 

Caring For The Community, Chili Pres Food Cupboard, and much more. 
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In this issue of Roots & Wings… 

Annual Report deadline  - January 11 

Corporation and Congregational        

Meetings  - January 23 

Per Capita for 2022 

Epiphany Cabin Worship, Potluck and 

family fellowship  -  January 16 

Book Talk  - January 20 



Wooten’s Wonderings    

      During this Advent season, we prepared for the birth of Christ by asking ourselves how we as 

individuals and as a church can become a house where the Holy will be born anew–offering      

respite, sustenance and care, opening the doors ever wider to those seeking shelter from the       

onslaught of life? We recognized that no one person or church can do it all, but each can do    

something. As the weeks progressed and we heard once again the good news, the lonely and 

frightened spaces within us began to be filled with the light of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. 

     Now we are approaching Epiphany. This is the time of year when we take what we have      

received, learned and discovered at Christmas and share it with the world. Just as the wise men 

traveled to visit the Christ child, were filled with his light, and then went home by another way to 

share what they had discovered, so we too are called to follow in their footsteps.  

      As we swing open the doors of our hearts and lives to welcome Christ, we realize that God’s 

love is wide enough to encompass everyone. No matter who you are, where you come from or 

what you have or are experiencing, God’s love is for all people. As we live into this season of 

Epiphany, in what ways are we being called to show God’s hospitality and welcome to              

others- particularly those who do not usually feel welcomed by the church? 

As we have through Advent and Christmas, may we carry this benediction into Epiphany: 

May God’s Door of Welcome 
swing open in your heart and in your life. 

 
May Christ’s humble first dwelling 

remind you of the plenty you already know. 
 

And may the Spirit lead you into 
more possibility and hospitality than you can imagine, 

making room in The Inn for all. 

 

 

 

 

We will be meeting virtually on Thursday, January 20 

at 7:00 pm to discuss The Keeper of Lost Things by 

Ruth Hogan.  Please join us !! 

The deadline for the  

February 2022 newsletter 

is January 18 



Leadership News  

At a Special Called Meeting on November 28, 2021, Session… 

… welcomed John and Leah Atwater and John and Beth Rowe who wish to formally unite with 
our church. John and Leah Atwater recently moved here from Ann Arbor, Michigan to live closer 
to their family. They attended Chili Presbyterian previously whenever visiting their son and 
daughter-in-law, Andy and Sue Atwater. In 2019, they joined us on our pilgrimage to Israel and 
through that experience bonded with many of our members. John and Beth Rowe have been    
attending Chili Presbyterian for several years and have participated in many of our church family 
worship and fellowship activities. They have been involved in the Annual Fall Roast Beef Dinner, 
the Spring Chicken BBQ, coffee hour, childcare, the Advent Season Team, and our Food Cup-
board. 

We shared experiences and observations about the meaning of membership. Both the Atwater’s 
and the Rowes have a long history of participating in church life wherever they have lived. Having 
a church home is foundational. We talked about what brought them to this church. They like the 
small church atmosphere. They expressed how welcoming our members are and how easy it was 
to form relationships and make friends. They simply feel comfortable here. 

Upon Motion and Second, Session VOTED to receive John Bancroft Atwater and Leah Cannon   
Atwater into the church by Reaffirmation of Faith; and John Fredrick Rowe and Elisabeth (Beth) 
Ann Roberts Rowe into the church by Certificate of Transfer. They will be publicly received during 
worship on a date to be determined. 

Remitted by, 

Elder Nancy P. Huffman,  Clerk of Session 

 

At its meeting on December 14, 2021, Session… 
…opened the meeting with a reading titled “Advent Reflections for the Soul”. 

…VOTED to approve the agenda with items added. 

…VOTED to approve the Consent Agenda.  

…welcomed Andy Atwater, Chair of the Board of Trustees for our Quarterly review of finances. We 
reviewed and discussed finance reports through November 2021 (Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual, 
Profit and Loss by Month, Treasurer’s Report). Andy also presented a summary overview through 
November 2021 showing total budgeted income for 2021 vs. actual income for 2021, total fixed 
expenses for 2021vs. actual fixed expenses for 2021, and total budgeted variable expenses for 
2021 vs. actual variable expenses for 2021. In comparison to the financial status over past years, 
and with the understanding that we have another month of anticipated income and expenses, we 
are fiscally sound. 

…VOTED to create a Designated Fund line item called “Simple Supper” and transfer $500.00 from 

the 2021 Budget line-item PE 10 Simple Supper to this Designated Fund line item. 

…VOTED to use up to $5000.00 from the Designated Fund “2020 Excess” to cover the cost of   

Audio-Visual technology including the $798.10 already spent for amplifiers which appears in the 

2021 Budget as an “Ask the Accountant” line item. 

…VOTED to receive the Treasurer’s report and financial summary for the month ending November 
30, 2021.  



 

Leadership News continued... 

 …received correspondence from Jan Hoyt thanking Session for their assistance in providing 
additional funds to support the Fall Retreat. 

…noted that Pastor Brandi will be on vacation December 26, 2021 through January 4, 2022. 
Elder Barbara Wasmer volunteered to be the contact for requests for pastoral care. 
…noted that we have received the link for the Synod Worship Service for December 26, 2021 
that we are using for worship that day 
…placed activity dates on the calendar: January 16, 2022 – 10:30 AM Worship service and 
family outing at Black Creek Park Lodge 
…heard a report from the Clerk of Session on correspondence 
…identified church members to be acknowledged and thanked for their contributions to Chili 

Pres. 

…noted that Elder Tim Engelbrecht volunteered to assist in the VCI congregation survey which 

will tentatively take place in March 2022. 

…noted that Session and Trustees will hold a Zoom meeting on December 16, 2021 to review 

our COVID rules and discuss next steps for our church. 

…heard a report from Elder Tim Engelbrecht that the Personnel Committee has completed 

meetings with staff for their reviews and that if the way be clear, a 3% salary increase for each 

staff member is recommended for 2022. Upon motion and second, Session VOTED to use the 

$200.00 in the Designated Fund “Genesee Valley Presbytery COVID Relief” to recognize Adam 

Scoville, Minister of Music, for his creative efforts in bringing music into worship throughout 

this past year. 

…heard a report from Elder Huffman, Chair of the Nominating Committee, that the committee 

is continuing its work to fill positions. As part of the discussion, Session supported changing 

its meeting time, if need be, to accommodate the needs of the group with the newly elected 

members.  

…reviewed a preliminary report of the 2022 Stewardship Campaign prepared by the           

Stewardship Committee. While pledges are still coming in, those currently received represent 

an average increase of 0.63% over what was pledged last year. The Committee reported that 

Season Team sign-up was gratifying with so many of our family volunteering to work on a    

Season Team. Sign-up sheets are posted in Fellowship Hall for additional volunteers. 

…continued discussion on planning for Pastor Brandi’s sabbatical. Feedback on the “Q&A” 

document that was sent to church family noted that it was well received and was helpful in   

understanding what lies ahead for us in “renewal”. The Lilly Grant Committee is at work on 

completing the grant application which is due in April 2022. 

…VOTED to approve the 2021 Session Annual Report. 

…heard a report from Pastor Brandi, our Praesidium administrator, that all paid and unpaid 

employees have completed the required NY State Sexual Harassment Prevention Training. In 

addition, we strongly encouraged members sitting on our Boards to take this training and 20 

out of 25 people have completed this. Thank you to all. 

 



Leadership News continued... 

 

…heard a report from Nancy Huffman, Chair of the Endowment Committee, that if the        

Endowment Fund performance continues as is, we can anticipate having $27,854.66      

available for distribution in 2022. The Committee will meet in January following year-end 

performance notification to determine a distribution to recommend to Session. 

…noted that the Congregation and Corporation annual meeting will take place on Sunday, 

January 23, 2022. It is yet to be determined by Session and Trustees if this will be an           

in-person or virtual meeting. Details will be forthcoming. 

…VOTED to adjourn at 7:45 p.m. Pastor Brandi led us in a shared benediction based on the 

Great Commission. 

Remitted by, 

  

Elder Nancy Huffman, Clerk of Session 

Epiphany Cabin Party 

Sunday, January 16 

Woodland Lodge in Black Creek Park 

Worship will be at 10:30 am 

(There will be no Worship Service at church) 

Potluck lunch to follow 

Bring a dish to share….paper products and beverages will be provided 

If we have snow, you are invited to bring your snowshoes and/or sled for some winter fun.    We might 

even have a snowman making contest….. 

If cold and snow is NOT your thing, we will enjoy fellowship inside the warm lodge with games.  

 Directions to the park from church: turn right on Chili Avenue (going west), turn left at Union Street, 

about 300 feet down the road turn right into Black Creek Park and follow the signs to the Woodland 

Lodge 

We hope to see you all there !! 

Your ACE Team, 

Gail McArthur, Jan Hoyt, Ashleigh Naugle, Brenda Naugle, Beth Rowe & John Rowe 



 

 

Annual Meeting for the Congregation and for the Corporation of:  

The First Presbyterian Church of Chili 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 23, 2021- 11:45 AM 

Annual Corporation/Congregation Meetings 

 

On January 23, 2023, the Annual meeting of the Congregation will take place virtually via 
ZOOM at 11:45 AM for the business of electing officers, hearing reports, and transacting other 
business as is appropriate for the Congregation. 

Also, the meeting of the Corporation shall take place for the purpose of electing Trustees, as 
the following Trustees have concluded their 3-year term: Marla Guarnieri, John Sosik, and 
Roger Willis. Financial reports for the year 2021 will be received, and other business will be          
transacted as appropriate for the Corporation. 

The meetings will take place via Zoom. 

The Annual Meetings of the Congregation and the Corporation are again impacted by State 
mandates for masking and gathering.   Our meeting on January 23, 2022 will take place       
virtually via Zoom at 11:45 AM.  

On the day of the meeting (January 23) there will be a pre-meeting tutorial at 11:30 AM so you 
will be ready to start at 11:45 AM. 

Mark your calendars:  

January 23, 2022 - 11:30 AM tutorial via Zoom on how to participate in the Annual Meeting 
January 23, 2022 - 11:45 AM Annual meeting begins via Zoom 

 

The Annual Meetings are an important event in the life of our Chili Presbyterian. The reports of 
Committees, Boards and Seasonal Teams are distributed prior to the meeting. These reports 
summarize each group’s activities for 2021 as well as plans for the future. We, as a              
congregation, elect persons to serve on various Boards and Committees and give recognition 
and thanks to those who have completed terms. We also approve Pastor Brandi’s Terms of Call. 
All the financial reports are made available such as the Housing Investment Fund, the    En-
dowment Fund, Memorial Fund, and the Mission Fund just to name a few.  

This is the time each year when we come together as a church congregation and corporation.  
All are welcome and encouraged to attend. Those attending who are on the “active membership 
roll” are eligible to vote and we need a quorum of 10 “Active Members”. We look forward to 
“seeing” you all on Sunday, January 23rd . 

 

Nancy Huffman,  

Clerk of Session 



January Celebrations 

2    Jeff Snover 

7     Alice Hassett 

8    Fred Zah 

17   Debbie Lamphron/Portia Westfall 

20   Linda Enright 

21   Whitney Scoville 

28   John Sosik 

each other……. 

 

 

 

 

Reports for the 2021 Annual Meeting booklet 

are due in the office by  Tuesday, January 

11.   The booklet is distributed the week    

before the Corporation and Congregational 

meetings which will take place on January 

23, 2022.   If you have any questions, please 

call the office. 

Worship Volunteers for January 2022 

January 2 

Greeters: Sue Edwards & Linda Enright 

Communion:  Sue Edwards (juice), Linda Enright 

(bread),  Jan Hoyt 

Childcare:  Judie McGaffick & Sue Atwater 

 

January 9 

Greeters: Jane & Fred Schulitz 

Childcare: Ashleigh & Brenda Naugle 

 

January 16 

10:30 am Black Creek Lodge Worship/Potluck 

 

January 23 

Greeters: Dodie Kasiske & Dan Wooten 

Child Care: Whitney Scoville & Becky Gernhardt 

 

January 30 

Greeters: Jay & Kathy Mathewson 

Childcare: Sue Edwards & Dale Faatz 

Annual Per Capita            

 Apportionment for 2022 

          Presbytery                 $2,137.50 

          Synod                          $ 389.50 

          General Assembly       $853.10 

This is based on our active membership.  We 

would appreciate your support of this budget 

cost by covering the $35.58 (only 44 cents more 

than 2021) per active member in your family.        

A big thank you to our church family, for all the gifts 

for the CDS families that we sponsored in Advent.   

The families and caregivers were overwhelmed by the 
generosity of the gifts. We helped to make this a very 

special Christmas for these individuals. 

Your ACE Team 

Gail McArthur, Jan Hoyt, Ashleigh Naugle, Brenda 

Naugle, Beth Rowe & John Rowe 



Another New Year 

     First of all, I want to thank everyone who helped with music throughout the holiday season. From 

the Senior Choir to the Bell Choir and everyone in between, I am so grateful for all of you who dedicate 

your time to our church and music program! It has not been easy to navigate through a pandemic, but I 

thank you all for taking the time to make the holiday season special for so many! 

     Another year is coming to a close, and a new one is beginning. At least that’s what the calendar on my 

phone says. My calendar also says I have to go to the dentist on Tuesday, and I have to give the dog his 

medication on Thursday, and the car gets fixed on Friday. 

     I sometimes wonder what God thinks of our calendar. It is true that God created light and dark, day 

and night, and the seasons, as we read in Genesis 1. He sets up the idea of time as the sun rises and sets, 

as the summer eventually turns to winter and then repeat. 

     At the same time, David says in Psalms that, “With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a   

thousand years is like a day.” Peter reiterates that in his letters as well. 

     Sometimes it’s hard to live without a calendar. When I am in routine, I am focused on the next thing 

on the list. And there are times when I forget to put God on the calendar!  

     A few years ago (and well before we had children), Whitney and I went on a cross country road trip 

for a month straight. We were able to get away from the routine, and eventually, I found myself           

forgetting what day it was. It was so freeing to not look at the calendar. I quickly forgot the routine and 

began to enjoy life in a different way. I was able to see God’s glory in new ways and places, and when 

we were coming home we appreciated God’s beauty in our hometown in a new way as well. 

     It is great to plan, and it is great to keep a calendar, however, try to remember that God is always 

with us and craving time with us. Remember that Jesus favored Mary for sitting and being WITH Him, 

over Martha who had a list of things to do for Jesus. Maybe what we can learn from that story is to make 

God the top priority on the calendar, and fit everything else around our Creator.  

     Doing something like that can be very challenging. But it can also be life-changing. I hope that you 

find a deeper relationship with God, and are able to reach new levels of faith in this New Year. 

 

 Be blessed and continue to let the music play -  Adam 

 

 

  



  

CHILI PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH GROUP 

 

 
 

 
Leader: Adam Scoville  

 cpministerofmusic@gmail.com                                                                                                                                

 585-269-8746 

Bio:  Junior High and Senior High Youth looking to strengthened 

their faith in Christ and build lifelong relationships with others. 

 

 Happy New Year! 

     Welcome to 2022! I hope you had a wonderful holiday season! The Scovilles were extremely blessed 

by our church family in many ways this Christmas, and I am thankful for all the support we receive 

from our church family. 

     The youth had some awesome things happening in December! We were able to go to Lasertron and 

play some intense games of Lasertag. For those who are unaware, Pastor Brandi is crazy good at        

Lasertag! Then we celebrated Aidan’s birthday with a trip to Swillburger, to eat great food and play 

classic arcade games. We finished off the month with our annual Christmas party, where our White    

Elephant gift exchange did not disappoint in entertainment! Just ask Ashleigh about the gifts she got 

sometime… We celebrated Christ's birth as we reflected on the Christmas story told by Linus in “A 

Charlie Brown Christmas.” All in all, it was a great way to end the year! 

So here we come 2022, are you ready? See the events posted below! 

        Adam, Whitney, McKenlee, and Ethan  ☺ 

 St. Pauly Box Schedule 

January 3-16 – Aidan Snover 

January 17-30 – Adam Scoville 

January 31-February 13 - Mira 

Wooten 

 

Upcoming Schedule! 

January 2 – No Youth Group! New Years Break! 

January 9 – Sr. High Youth Group – TBD. 

January 16 – Jr High Youth Group – 12-2pm. 

January 23 – Sr. High Youth Group – TBD. 

January 30 – Youth Group Bowling 12-3pm. Both Groups! 

February 6 – No Youth Group! Adam is away! 

Can you name these past and present 

youth kids? 


