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Wooten’s Wonderings    

 

     It seems like only a few weeks ago we began a new calendar year. And now, as we kick off 

March, we slide into the Season of Lent and begin to make our journey toward Easter. Lent is a 

season that shows us the world as it really is. We place ashes on our foreheads on Ash Wednesday 

and exhort each other to remember that we “come from dust and to dust we shall return.” This 

may seem an odd saying, but its purpose is to remind us of our finitude. As the whole church walks 

toward the cross, we consider the reality of the world- that it is both so beautiful and so hard for 

everyone.  

     This year, the Lent Team was inspired by the new book Good Enough: 40ish Devotions for a Life 

of  Imperfection by Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie. Each week’s service will focus on a different 

topic from the book. We encourage you to purchase it and follow along with us. In addition, the 

author has created a Lent Devotional booklet. Look further into this newsletter to find the link to 

print it yourself. A few copies will also be made available at the church. 

       I realize that the phrase “good enough” can have both a positive and a negative connotation. On 

the one hand, “good enough” can be freeing, as in “I am content with the work I have done on this 

and I am not   going to beat myself up if it is not perfect”.  The negative use of “good enough” is as 

an excuse to not try or put your best effort into something. As we enter the Season of Lent with the 

theme “Good Enough: Embracing the Imperfections of Life and Faith,” the following is a quote 

from the book (preface page x) that explains what is meant by the phrase and how embracing a 

“good enough” faith can free us to draw closer to our Creator: 

WHAT KIND OF FAITH IS “GOOD ENOUGH”? 

A good enough faith will establish a sort of rhythm of life to sustain momentum. These are not 

an effort to ensure 7 Steps to Guaranteed Sainthood, but rather to remind us that closeness 

with God is not just a question of belief. It is also in the small actions we can take. 

A good enough faith is not reaching for the impossible. We can’t be everything to everyone, or 

even enough for ourselves. We’re human. 

A good enough faith looks for beauty and truth in what’s possible. No, not everything is          

possible. But we will hunt for the places where we can find an opportunity for a little more. 

     So this season we are giving ourselves permission slips. Permission to take a step back.            
Permission to breathe. Permission to take ourselves off the hook for perfection- perfect lives,       
perfect bodies, perfect relationships. We are going to acknowledge the reality of the messiness of 
life- that there is both beauty and struggle. We are going to engage in the beautiful work of being 
human and that we are indeed enough.  

Continued on the next page….. 



 

Blessings will play an important part in our Lent journey this season. So, to start us off, 

here is a blessing from Bowler’s book: 

A Blessing for a Joyfully Mediocre Journey 

Blessed are you  
who realize there is simply not enough 
Time, money, resources. 
 
Blessed are you  
Who are tired of pretending 
That raw effort is the secret to perfection. 
It’s not. And you know that now. 
 
Blessed are you  
Who need a gentle reminder that 
Even now, even today, 
God is here, 
And somehow, 
That is good enough. 

 

Wooten’s Wonderings continues…. 

Story of Hope 

     Did you know that a comfort care home is being built in Chili? It is called Story of Hope and is 

currently under construction on Marshall Road. Brandi was recently asked to join the Board of 

Directors for the home. 

     As construction continues, the home is looking for community support. One is by either      

attending or volunteering to help out at the annual Gala on April 2, 2022. Take a look at the     

invitation for details for attending the Gala. If you would like to volunteer for that night (which 

would include registration tables, coat room, recording live auction bids, and cashing out donors) 

please let Brandi know she will sign you up. 

     Another way the home is looking for support will be this coming spring and summer. The 

home is hoping to open its doors August 1st, but before that can happen, they will need             

volunteers to help get the inside ready to receive patients. They will need people who are willing to 

do dry wall, paint, install cabinets, plant flowers and bushes, etc). If you are interested, please let 

Brandi know. 

Other upcoming opportunities to either attend or volunteer will be the Garber Car Show on July 

9th and the Mud Run on July 30th  





  

 

 

 

  

“Good Enough: Embracing the Imperfections of Life and Faith” 

 

We will start the season with an Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 pm on Wednesday March 2.  

  

There is a devotional book that you can purchase that follows the theme.   

You can purchase the book through many sources (including Amazon).   

There is also a devotional journal that goes along with the book.  

 Hard copies of the journal will be available on the table in the fellowship 

room or you can download it at the link below: 

 

 

https://chili-presbyterian.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Lenten-Good-Enough-Guide-

1.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

Come join the family fun on Saturday, March 19 at 7:00pm for a showing of the movie 

“Jungle Cruise”.  We will be showing it in the sanctuary on the “big screen”.   You are welcome 

to bring your own beverage in a covered cup.   Popcorn will be available.  We hope you will join 

us! 

Synopsis of “Jungle Cruise”:  Dr. Lily Houghton enlists the aid of wisecracking skipper Frank 
Wolff (Dwayne Johnson) to take her down the Amazon in his ramshackle boat. Together, they 
search for an ancient tree that holds the power to heal -- a discovery that will change the future 
of medicine.   It is good fun, an entertaining ride packed with monsters, magic and awful puns…. 
is good natured and family-friendly  
 

Your Lenten Team 

Gail McArthur, Brenda Naugle, Alice & Fred Zah 

 

 



Leadership News  

At Its Meeting on February 7, 2022, Session… 
… welcomed our new Session members. Pastor Brandi reminded us that becoming an Elder and 
serving on Session is our ministry. With that in mind, she opened the meeting with prayer called 
“Ministry Blessing” from the book Prayer Seeds by Joyce Rupp. 
…VOTED to approve the agenda with one item added. 
…VOTED to approve the Consent Agenda.  
…VOTED to receive the Treasurer’s report and financial summary for the month ending January 
31, 2021.  
… heard a report from Pastor Brandi that Rev. Val Fowler will be a guest preacher on February 
20, March 20, and April 3, 2022. Val offers “respite preaching” at no charge to pastors. This will 
allow Brandi time away from preparing sermons so that she can devote quality time to preparing 
the Lilly Grant application. 

…heard a report from Pastor Brandi that she is participating in a webinar on “The Ethics and 
Theology of Digital Ministry”. This is a learning opportunity as we continue to explore what place 
a digital ministry has in our congregation. 

…noted that Presbytery guidelines require review of certain policy documents every three years. 
We need to review the Safe Sanctuary and Sexual Misconduct Policy and the NYS Mandated     
Sexual Harassment Prevention Policy. 

…noted that regarding COVID, we will continue to follow current NYS guidelines until they are 
modified.  

…organized responsibilities as follows: 
-Season Team Leaders: 

Lent 2022: Gail McArthur and Brenda Naugle 
Easter 2022: Tim Engelbrecht and Grace Engelbrecht 
Pentecost 2022: Nancy Huffman and Sandy McCauley 
Harvest 2022: Brian Gernhardt 
Advent/Christmas/Epiphany: Barb Wasmer 
Lent 2023: To be Determined 

-Session’s Representative to the Nominating Committee: Elder Nancy Huffman 
-Session’s Representative to the Mission Committee: Elder Wasmer 
-Elder of Responsibility Personnel Committee: Elder Tim Engelbrecht 
-Elder Commissioner to Presbytery:  Rotating position 
Elected/appointed positions: 
Clerk of Session: Elder Nancy Huffman (appointed in 2013 for an open-ended term) 
Church Treasurer: Sandy McCauley (elected in 2018 for an open-ended term) 

… Upon motion and second, Session VOTED to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation held January 23, 2022. 
…heard a report from Nancy Huffman and Grace Engelbrecht that the writing of Lilly Grant       
application is underway. The discussion of Brandi’s sabbatical at the orientation meeting for    
newly elected, returning, and retiring members of the Board of Deacons, the Board of Trustees, 
and the Session was very helpful. 
… VOTED to receive the 2/2/2022 minutes of the Food Cupboard Committee. 
… VOTED to adjourn at 7:10 p.m. Pastor Brandi led us in a shared benediction based on the 
Great Commission. 
 

Remitted by,  Elder Nancy Huffman, Clerk of Session 



 

 

 

 

 

Our next book club meeting will be on 

Tuesday, March 1, 2022 at 7:00 pm via 

zoom.   We will be discussing The 

Charmed Wife by Olga Crushin.   Let us 

know if you want to join the discussion 

so we can send you the zoom invitation. 

 

 Easter Plants  - 2022 

Option 1 – plant 

($10.00) 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Presented by 

_______________________________________ 

Total Plants _____      $ Enclosed ______                               

 

Last day to order is March 30, 2022 

     Scholarship Fund -  2022 

 Option 2 – Scholarship Fund 

 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Presented by 

_______________________________________ 

$ Enclosed ______        

Last day to donate is April 10, 2022 

 

 

 

 

To everyone who has supported our Food      
Cupboard with supplies that are distributed to 
our visitors each month, to those who have    
supported us with gift cards or monetary          
donations, and to all the faithful workers 
who show up on the third Saturday of each 
month to help distribute the groceries, thank 
you, thank you, thank you!   
 

We feel blessed with the support that the Food 
Cupboard has received since its inception last 
June and the outreach that we have been able to 
provide to our friends and neighbors in our    
community.  We are confident that with God's 
hand leading us and our supportive church   
family, we will continue to grow and live into our 
mission statement from Matthew 25:35...I was 
hungry and you fed me, thirsty and gave me 
drink. 
 
Thank you everyone for your loving support. 
 
The Food Cupboard Committee 
Sue Atwater, Sharon Breeze, Sue Edwards, 
Jan Hoyt, Sue Johnson and Jane Schultz 



March Celebrations 

1     Audrey Sosik 

8     Jan Hoyt/Jill Monell 

17    Grace Engelbrecht 

29    Adam Scoville 

31    Abby Wasmer 

each other……. 

Worship Volunteers for March 2022 

March 6 

Greeters: Sandy & Mick McCauley 

Communion: Tim Engelbrecht (bread), Nancy       

Huffman, Sandy McCauley (juice) 

Childcare:  Gail McArthur & Beth Rowe 

 

March 13 

Greeters: Grace & Evan Engelbrecht 

Childcare: Debbie Lamphron & Judie McGaffick 

 

March 20 

Greeters: Linda Enright & Lisa Snover 

Childcare: Lori Gittens & Becky Sosik 

 

March 27 

Greeters: Becky & Brian Gernhardt 

Childcare: Vicky Leahy & Kathy Mathewson 

 

Annual Per Capita            

 Apportionment for 2022 

          Presbytery                 $2,137.50 

          Synod                          $ 389.50 

          General Assembly       $853.10 

This is based on our active membership.  We 

would appreciate your support of this budget 

cost by covering the $35.58 (only 44 cents more 

than 2021) per active member in your family.        

Mel Olver was an  important 
part of our church family for 
many years.  Eileen and her 
family greatly appreciate all 
the love and support they     
received from the Board of 
Deacons and the congregation 
during Mel’s health concerns.  
As a way of showing their 
gratitude, in 2021 and recently 

in 2022, the family made a generous donation to the 
Deacon’s Fund.  It is their hope that this donation 
will continue annually. This gift will enable the     
Deacons to provide ongoing support for our            
congregation and the community, just as they          
received in their time of need.  

March 13, 2022 

April Newsletter deadline 

is March 15, 2022 

2022 Church Directory  

In April the directory will be created and distributed.  

If you have had an address or telephone number 

change, please contact the office (889-9896 or 

fpc3600@gmail.com).    

Thank you    



Go For Gold! 

     The past two weeks, we have been watching the Winter Olympics on television. I have to admit that if 

there is a sport that is on television on any given day, I am excited to watch it (cue my wife’s eye roll). And 

the amazing thing about the Olympics is that we get to see coverage of sports we would never see any other 

time in the next 4 years. Every four years, I am reminded of how much I LOVE CURLING! I feel like that 

would be my sport if I were to try and become an Olympian. 

     I love the spirit of the Olympics. There really isn’t any other event in our society that brings the world   

together in such a way that is peaceful and joyful. It is encouraging to see different countries and cultures 

come together, without arguments, feuds, and war, which unfortunately we see too often in our news. We see 

great triumph and hard losses, great sportsmanship, and amazing journeys of individuals who are not         

necessarily famous, but provide glimpses of hope and joy to our society. 

     The Olympics can also provide hope that humankind is innately good and that the world is not always full 

of pain and sorrow. There are too many times when I am saddened to hear about violence and the lack of care 

for human life. I sometimes wonder what God really thinks of some of the embarrassing human acts that    

humankind is guilty of on a regular basis. Thank goodness God gives grace. 

     To be an Olympian is to be to be recognized at the highest level as being one of the best at your discipline. 

They are set apart by earning the best chance at competing to win a medal. It is a huge honor just being       

invited to the event and it is an unforgettable time in an Olympian’s life. 

     As Christians, we are set apart as well. God has invited you to the event. The event is what is written in the 

gospel of John as being everlasting life. God offers everlasting life to those who believe and confess that    

Jesus is Lord, that sin will no longer be a stronghold in their lives. Do you realize how much of an honor we 

have to call ourselves Christians and be invited to this event?  

      The best part of being set apart in God’s eyes is that we don’t have to be the best. God chooses us just the 

way we are. We can simply come, whether we have it together and are on top of the world, or are broken and 

lost in life. Everlasting life is a gift, the greatest honor we can ever receive. 

      It says in 1 Peter 2:9 that, “You are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own 

possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for God called you out of the darkness into 

his wonderful light.” 

      No matter what flaws we see the human race have in the world, let us hold true to the calling God has     

given us in 1 Peter 2:9. Know that you are good enough in God’s eyes, and remember that God chose you just 

the way you are to be part of the everlasting event, the journey of Christian faith.  

 

Be blessed and continue to let the music play -  Adam 

 

 



  

CHILI PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH GROUP 

 

 
 

 
Leader: Adam Scoville  

 cpministerofmusic@gmail.com                                                                                                                                

 585-269-8746 

Bio:  Junior High and Senior High Youth looking to strengthened 

their faith in Christ and build lifelong relationships with others. 

 

Bring on Spring! 

We had a great February! First off, a big thank you goes out to all those who supported our Super 

Bowl Subs and the Souper Bowl of Caring. We were able to make over $400 on subs and raised close 

to $200 for the Souper Bowl of Caring offering. Another big thank you also goes out to all those who 

helped prepare subs downstairs that day. Things went very smooth and I am very grateful! 

Also in February, the youth were able to serve at the Chili Presbyterian Food Cupboard. It was a 

great learning experience, and the plan moving forward is to help out on a regular basis. This is a 

fantastic ministry that is making a huge difference in our community! 

So spring is almost here! Check out the schedule below to see all the events coming up! Please       

continue to pray for our youth! 

Adam, Whitney, McKenlee, and Ethan  ☺ 

 St. Pauly Box Schedule 

February 28-March 13 – Brooke Wilson 

March 14-27 – Vicki/Tom Leahy 

March 28-April 10 – Ashleigh Naugle 

 

Upcoming Schedule! 

March 6 – Sr. High Youth Group – TBD. 

March 13 – Sr. High Youth Group – TBD. 

Saturday March 19 – Serving at Chili Food Cupboard, 9:45-11:30am 

March 20 – Jr High Youth Group – 12-2pm. 

March 27 – No Youth Group!  

 


