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Wooten’s Wonderings
This morning, as I was helping Mira get ready for the bus, I saw a stunningly vivid sunrise. It was full of
bright orange and magenta and purple. This was a sunrise that made you stop in your tracks and take
notice of it. Far from a soft gradual sunrise, this sunrise boldly declared that the night was over and the day
was here.
The celebration of Easter brings with it the joy of new life, rebirth, and healing of our brokenness. We
worship a God of Resurrection- a God who rose from the dead, came out of the darkness of the tomb and is
at work in our lives today.
In Luke, the women at the tomb wept when they saw Jesus’ body was gone and were terrified at the
appearance of the angels. They, along with the disciples, were used to eating and traveling daily with Jesus.
It was comfortable for them because they knew what to expect. Now that Jesus had been buried, the
disciples thought they knew what would happen next- they would go back to the way life had been before
they met Jesus. In their utter grief and disappointment, they forgot what Jesus had told them over and over
again. That the forces against them would kill him but on the third day he would rise.
And that is precisely what he did! Out of the depths of darkness and death, Jesus rose. When the
resurrected Jesus appeared to the disciples, he reassured them and encouraged them to rise from their fear
and doubt into the power the Spirit was going to give them to go out into the world and share the good
news.
We too are encouraged to rise from that which has us buried:
à

Rise from the expectations of others that weigh us down.

à

Rise from the fear of the unknown.

à

Rise from self-doubt.

à

Rise from hopelessness.

Like the stunningly vivid sunrise which boldly breaks the darkness of the night, when we rise through
the power of Christ, we are given new strength and new courage to live more fully into who God call us to
be.
And so, as we move into a new Easter season, as we open up our windows and let the milder spring air
in, as we venture outside once more to enjoy the growing and greening of the landscape, let us consider
what we are being call to rise from. What is keeping you from fully living into the person God wants you to
be- is it fear, the scars of a past hurt, lack of self-confidence, or something else? And once you identify it,
can you ask God to help you rise into a new vision of who you are meant to be?
Friends, Christ is alive. This good news invites us to rise and celebrate!

This year’s Easter theme is RISE.
The Easter team invites you to participate in the following fellowship and outreach
activities:

Meditative Stretching Classes
Saturday, April 23rd, 10:00am and
Saturday, May 7th, 10:00am
Join us for a yoga-based meditative stretching class in the fellowship hall at church. We
welcome you to attend a session to help center yourself and relax with deep stretching.
This session is intended for people of all abilities. Please wear comfortable clothes, bring
water and a yoga mat or large towel or blanket. Each yoga session can git 10 people.
Lead by Marla. Please sign up!

Rock Painting
Sunday, April 24th, 11:30am after church
We want to brighten up our spiritual space. Paint rocks that will line the labyrinth trail.
All supplies will be provided for this intergenerational activity. All ages are welcome.
Please sign up!

Labyrinth Trail Clean Up
Saturday, May 21st, starting at 9:00am
We are asking for volunteers to help clear out the labyrinth trail. Please meet at the
labyrinth site on the church property across from Chestnut Ridge Rd. Please bring a
wheel barrow, shovels, pitch forks and work gloves if you have them. Wear clothing and
foot wear conducive to ‘gardening.’ This cleanup is weather permitting. We will plan a
second date if needed.

Keep an eye out for another possible mission opportunity to benefit Coldwater Women &
Children Residential Home.

Your Easter Team,
Tim Engelbrecht, Evan Engelbrecht, Grace Engelbrecht, Marla Guarnieri

& Ashleigh Naugle

Leadership News
At Its Meeting on March 7, 2022, Session…
…reflected on a passage from the book Good Enough co-authored by Kate Bowler and Jessica
Richie which we are all reading during this Season of Lent. The passage was on “contentment”.
We shared thoughts on what made us content today. Pastor Brandi opened the meeting with
prayer, ‘Blessings for the life you have”.
… VOTED to approve the agenda with items added.
… VOTED to approve the Consent Agenda

… VOTED to receive the Treasurer’s report and financial summary for the month ending February
28, 2022
…set aside possible dates and times to meet with families requesting baptism
… VOTED to approve the request of Ann Armstrong to have her donation of $1000 to the
Memorial Fund in memory of her parents, Helen and Bill Daugherty; her sister, Judith Tobey; and
her husband Robert Armstrong designated as Option 1: “To have contributions placed in the
Memorial Fund with no restrictions. In this case the Session would determine both use and time
of use.”
…noted that Whitney Scoville has agreed to review the Safe Sanctuary and Sexual
Misconduct Policy and offer suggestions for any changes.
…noted that we will place review the New York State Mandated Sexual Harassment Prevention
Policy on the April 2022 meeting agenda.
…Placed activity dates on the Master Calendar
-April 23, 2022 Meditative Stretching Class 10:00 AM
-May 7, 2022 Meditative Stretching Class 10:00 AM
-May 21, 2022 Labyrinth Walk Clean-up Day
-Rock painting activity – date to be determined
……noted that will continue to follow current New York State guidelines until they are modified.
School districts of the children who attend Children’s Church (Wheatland-Chili and ChurchvilleChili) have lifted the mandated masking requirement for their students. Thus, at this time,
masks will be optional for teachers and for school age children involved with Children’s Church.
Masks will continue to be required in Nursery care. We discussed the singing protocol that we are
now following and noted that it will be reviewed again when Session and Trustees have a joint
discussion.

…conducted the required annual review of membership rolls. Nancy Huffman, Clerk of Session,
reviewed the PC/USA Book of Order definitions of “Active Member” and what does “active
member mean”, and “Other Participant” definition and what does that mean. She noted that
there is no longer a recognized status called “Inactive member”. She also pointed out that we
have an informal “Friends of the Church” listing in our database. People on that list (if we have
their current email address) receive our complimentary monthly newsletter and other emailed
notices.
...VOTED to move Timothy Abell, Aaron Atwater, Ashley Avery, Anthony DePaul, Laurel DePaul,
and Audrey Engelbrecht from the official PC/USA Active Membership Roll to “Friends of the
Church”. As a friend of the church, they will continue to receive the newsletter and other notices
at their email address of record.
…noted that Elder Horton will be the Facilitator for the Lent 2023 Season Team

Leadership News (continued)
…VOTED to approve the Communion schedule July 2022 – July 2023 and, further, granted
permission for Pastor Brandi to administer communion at any church related function
(including home communion) per her discretion.
…heard a report from Pastor Brandi and the Lilly Grant Committee that writing of the grant
application continues. The Committee (Elders Engelbrecht and Huffman) have been meeting
regularly with Pastor Brandi to review and refine the writing of each section. Plans are
underway for a church family affirmation of the grant during worship on March 27, 2022.
The grant narrative will be shared with the congregation prior to that date.
…discussed a suggestion from Elder Carrie to purchase a defibrillator for the church. Elder
Naugle, who works with a company that sells defibrillators, estimated cost to be ~$2000. She
will investigate further to obtain a price. Meanwhile Session agreed that use of Memorial
Funds would be appropriate for this purchase as per the Memorial Fund Policy. With that in
mind, Session, upon motion and second, VOTED to approve, pending price estimate, using
Memorial Funds from the “Option B” designation of use of funds: “Contributions are paced in
the fund with no restrictions, but family is to be notified when funds are used.”
…discussed offering and paying for a First Aid, CPR, AED training course for adults involved
with Children’s Church and Nursery. Elder Brenda Naugle is a certified instructor and would
conduct the training. An email will be sent to Children’s Church teachers and Nursery care
providers to determine interest level in participating. It is anticipated that the Designated
Fund, “2020 Excess” would be used to fund this training. …VOTED to adjourn at 8:15 p.m.
Pastor Brandi led us in a shared benediction based on the Great Commission.
Remitted by,
Elder Nancy Huffman, Clerk of Session

Offering Envelopes are in the pews or you can send your check directly to church and indicate
“OGHS” on the memo line.

Scholarship Fund - 2022
Option 2 – Scholarship Fund

_________________________________________
_________________________________________

Friday, April 15 - 7:00 pm

_________________________________________
_________________________________________

–

Presented by
_______________________________________
$ Enclosed ______
Last day to donate is April 10, 2022

The book we are reading is The Maid by Nita Prose. We will be
discussing this book on Tuesday, April 12 at 7:00 PM via Zoom.
The summary of this book on Amazon is:
Molly Gray is not like everyone else. She struggles with social skills and misreads the intentions of
others. Her gran used to interpret the world for her, codifying it into simple rules that Molly could live
by.

Since Gran died a few months ago, twenty-five-year-old Molly has been navigating life’s complexities
all by herself. No matter—she throws herself with gusto into her work as a hotel maid. Her unique
character, along with her obsessive love of cleaning and proper etiquette, make her an ideal fit for the
job. She delights in donning her crisp uniform each morning, stocking her cart with miniature soaps
and bottles, and returning guest rooms at the Regency Grand Hotel to a state of perfection.
But Molly’s orderly life is upended the day she enters the suite of the infamous and wealthy Charles
Black, only to find it in a state of disarray and Mr. Black himself dead in his bed. Before she knows
what’s happening, Molly’s unusual demeanor has the police targeting her as their lead suspect. She
quickly finds herself caught in a web of deception, one she has no idea how to untangle. Fortunately
for Molly, friends she never knew she had unite with her in a search for clues to what really happened
to Mr. Black—but will they be able to find the real killer before it’s too late?

Worship Volunteers for April 2022
each other…….

April Celebrations
6

Andy Atwater, Ken Milner and
Jane Schultz

7

Barb Wasmer

15 Judie McGaffick
21 Dodi Kasiske
25 Sue & Andy Atwater Anniversary
30 Carrie Horton

Annual Per Capita
Apportionment for 2022
Presbytery

$2,137.50

Synod

$ 389.50

General Assembly

$853.10

This is based on our active membership. We
would appreciate your support of this budget
cost by covering the $35.58 (only 44 cents more
than 2021) per active member in your family.

May Newsletter deadline is
April 19, 2022

2022 Church Directory
In April the directory will be created and
distributed. If you have had an address or
telephone number change, please contact
the office (889-9896 or fpc3600@gmail.com).
Thank you

April 3
Greeters: Sharon Breeze & Judie McGaffick
Communion: Sharon Breeze (juice) Carrie Horton
(bread), Judie McGaffick
Childcare: Kathy Mathewson, & Barb Wasmer
April 10
Sandy McCauley & Fred Zah
Childcare: Grace Engelbrecht & Becky Sosik
April 17
Greeters: Brenda & Ashleigh Naugle
Childcare: Lori Gittens
April 24
Greeters: Jean Bartholomew & Pat Jones
Childcare: Sue Atwater & Marla Guarnieri
We need volunteers for childcare for:
April 17, May 29, Contact the church office if
you are willing to help.

As we moved through the season of Lent, we
discovered that we are “Good Enough”. We are
blessed and confident to be “Good Enough”.
We are thankful we are “Good Enough” to
serve in the various ministries of Chili
Presbyterian. The Nominating Committee,
when it begins its work, will be looking to fill
positions on Session, the Board of Deacons,
the Board of Trustees, the Endowment
Committee, the Personnel Committee, and the
Nominating Committee. Now, as we move into
Eastertide and the joy of resurrection, we hope
you will consider sharing your time and talent
in service to Chili Pres knowing we are all
“Good Enough”!
Easter Blessings from your Nominating
Committee,
Tom Leahy, Barb Boerschlein,
Jane Schulitz, Vicky Leahy, and Nancy
Huffman, Chair.

-

-

Be blessed and continue to let the music play - Adam

-

-

APRIL!
Can you believe that it is April! As winter tries to supply one last threat of snow, spring is here
and proving that warmer weather is right around the corner! And with that warmer weather
comes more outdoor youth events!
In March, our youth had a few youth group meetings, playing lots of games and doing some fun
devotionals to get youth thinking more about faith. We are also playing lots of ping pong downstairs with the new table. It is pretty awesome.
Our youth were also able to serve at the Chili Presbyterian Food Cupboard again in March, and
this time we were able to add a personal care and hygiene bag for those who wanted it. This
was a suggestion made by our youth and is a huge success!
So to go along with that success, we are once again asking our congregation to bring in full size
personal care and hygiene items to fill our cupboard again! Feel free to place those items in the
blue bin in the fellowship hall and thank you for your support!
This year is moving very quickly! Check out the schedule below to see all the events coming up!
Please continue to pray for our youth!

Adam, Whitney, McKenlee, and Ethan J

Upcoming Schedule!
April 3 – Sr. High Youth Group – TBD.
April 10 – Sr. High Youth Group – TBD.
Saturday April 16 – Serving at Chili Food Cupboard and Youth
Event – Both Groups! 9:45-1:00pm.
April 17 – No Youth Group! Easter Sunday!
April 24 – Jr High Youth Group – 12-2pm.

St. Pauly Box Schedule
March 28-April 10 – Ashleigh Naugle
April 11-24 – Aidan Snover
April 25-May 9 – Adam Scoville

