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In this issues of Roots & Wings…
•

Coffee Hour is back!

•

Chicken BBQ

•

Labyrinth clean-up

•

Meditative Stretching class

•

Next Book Club selection

•

Volunteers needed for Pauly
Shed

Our Officers: Session, Board of Deacons, Board of Trustees
Our Committees: Endowment, Finance, Mission Fund, Nominating, Personnel,
Scholarship
Our Season Teams: Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Harvest and Advent/Christmas /Epiphany
Our Music Program: Choir, Glorious Ringers, Chili Worship Team
Mission /Community Support: Cameron Community Ministries, Habitat for Humanity,
Open Door Mission, Presbyterian Church special offerings, Vision for Camasca, Caring
For The Community, Chili Pres Food Cupboard, and much more.

Wooten’s Wonderings
The emergence of spring reminds me of the natural rhythms of life. Nothing in the world is static;
even rocks are slowly whittled down by wind and water into smaller fragments. Minutes turn into
hours, hours turn into days and days turn into weeks. Winter gives way to spring and spring into
summer, only to have the cold air of fall blow in making the leaves change color and drop from the trees,
leading us again into winter.
We have become familiar with the liturgical seasons which mark the rhythms of our faith. These
seasons provide us with the opportunity to experience the depth and width of the God we worship. For
example, we would have a very narrow understanding of God if we only focused on the Christmas story
all year round. By moving through the seasons of Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Harvest, and Advent we find
ourselves moving through the whole story of what it means to be followers of Jesus.
By paying attention to the natural rhythms of life, we recognize that everything in life changes,
nothing stays the same. In his book The Wisdom of the Seasons, Charles Olsen explains how an
awareness of life’s rhythms can be a spiritual practice. Every transition into a new season or stage
presents the opportunity for us to do three things: let go of the previous stage/season, name the presence
of God in the present and take hold of what God is doing now in order to move into the future.
What would it look like to practice a spiritual awareness of God’s work through the rhythm of the
day? Perhaps one way would be to reorient our perspective on when our day “starts.” We usually
consider the moment we wake up in the morning to be the start of a new day. As the day wears on, our
energy wanes until we collapse back into bed. What if we “begin” the day at evening by resting in God?
This would be the “letting go” stage where we would release the day’s work into God’s hands and rest.
Then we RISE out of that rest in the morning to participate with God in the work of the day, taking
hold of the gift of life God has granted us and renewing our desire align ourselves with God’s purpose
and initiative in the world. Then as we go about our work throughout the day, we take the time to name
God’s presence. At the end of the day, we once again release the day’s work, ask for forgiveness and
begin the next day with a fresh start.
The rhythm of letting go, naming God’s presence and taking hold is also found in our worship
services. When we come into the sanctuary, we let go of our “to do lists” and as we confess our sins, we
name and then let go of the ways in which we have failed God. Then as we proclaim God’s Word and lift
up our joys and concerns we name God’s presence and work among us. Finally, we take hold of the good
news we have discovered in this sacred space and we go out into the world with a renewed commitment to be the hands and feet of God.
As we move into the season of spring and anticipate the season of Pentecost, I hope that we can
become more aware of the natural rhythms of life as a method for encountering a God who constantly
calls us to new things and gently asks us to let go of the old and rest in God’s loving presence.

Easter Season Events…….
Meditative Stretching Classes
Saturday, May 7th, 10:00am
Join us for a yoga-based meditative stretching class in the
fellowship hall at church. We welcome you to attend a
session to help center yourself and relax with deep stretching. This session is intended for people of all abilities.
Please wear comfortable clothes, bring water and a yoga
mat or large towel or blanket. This session is limited to 10 people. Lead by Marla. Please
sign up!

Labyrinth Trail Clean Up
Saturday, May 21st, starting at 9:00am
We are asking for volunteers to help clear out the labyrinth trail. Please meet at the
labyrinth site on the church property across from Chestnut Ridge Rd. Please bring a
wheel barrow, shovels, pitch forks and work gloves if you have them. Wear clothing and
foot wear conducive to ‘gardening.’ This cleanup is weather permitting. We will plan a
second date if needed.

Your Easter Team,
Tim Engelbrecht, Evan Engelbrecht, Grace Engelbrecht, Marla Guarnieri
& Ashleigh Naugle

Leadership News
At its meeting on April 4, 2022, Session…
…began the meeting with prayer led by Pastor Brandi
… VOTED to approve the agenda with items added.
…VOTED to approve the Consent Agenda.
…welcomed Andy Atwater who discussed the status of the budget. Certain line items such as
pledge income and per capita are monitored regularly as are operating expenses. Andy presented
the estimate the Trustees received for renovation of the restrooms. Funding source will be
determined after further review of Designated Funds available.
…welcomed Jessica and Patrick Muldoon who wish to have their son, Kolton baptized. (Jessica is
Elder McArthur’s granddaughter.) Jessica recalled attending Sunday School here, attending
Vacation Bible School and remembering friendships. Of course, she has family ties here. Patrick
was brought up in the church as well. They wish the same upbringing for Kolton. We discussed
the service of baptism and the commitment that both the parents and the congregation make to
nurture Kolton in his faith.
Upon motion and second, Session VOTED to authorize the baptism of Kolton Michael Muldoon,
born July 8 2021 in Rochester, NY, daughter of Jessica Lynn Hinchey Muldoon and Patrick
Michael Muldoon, on June 5, 2022, during worship, with Rev. Brandi Wooten and, if the way be
clear, Rev. Val Fowler presiding and Elder Gail McArthur assisting.

…heard a report from Pastor Brandi that she will be participating in a continuing education
conference starting May 8, 2022 (after church) through May 17, 2022. Whitney Scoville will be
preaching on May 15, 2022. Elder McArthur will be the contact person for pastoral care.
…heard a report from Clerk Huffman on correspondence sent and received
…placed dates on the master calendar
Activity dates to be placed on the Master Calendar
-April 24, 2022 - Rock painting activity following church
-April 26, 2022- Pentecost Team First planning meeting
…heard a report from Elder Grace Engelbrecht that the Easter Team’s outreach project will be collection of hygiene items to support the Youth Group’s Hygiene Cupboard ministry.
…noted that Session and Trustees will hold a joint discussion on April 11, 2022 to
review COVID guidelines.
…VOTED to affirm New York State Mandated Sexual Harassment Prevention Policy
and the NY State Model Complaint Form.
…heard a report presented by Elder McArthur on behalf of Elder Naugle, on the cost estimate –
Equipment Contract prepared by Lynn Fulmore, President, EPIC Trainings, for the purchase of a
DefibTech View AED with Adult/Pediatric Pad. This includes free yearly CPR/AED Training for 15
staff for the 5-year life if the unit. Total cost is $1531.00,

Leadership News (continued)
…VOTED to approve the purchase of a DefibTech View AED with Adult/Pediatric Pad including
yearly CPR/AED Training for 15 staff for the 5-year life if the unit at a cost $1531.00 using Memorial Fund monies (as previously approved 3/7/22) designated as Option 2.
…noted that now that the purchase of the defibrillator is approved, Elder Grace
Engelbrecht will prepare a survey of interest for Children’s Church teachers and nursery
caregivers to participate in a First Aid, CPR, AED training course taught by Elder
Brenda Naugle.
…noted that Personnel Committee plans for staff reviews will be made by Elder Tim
Engelbrecht
…heard a report from the Grant Committee that writing of Lilly grant application is
almost completed. The committee meets again on April 11, 2022 to finalize the
documents. In follow-up to the presentation of the grant narrative during worship on
March 27, 2022 many people have signed the poster affirming there support of the
sabbatical activities.
…VOTED to adjourn at 7:52 p.m.
Remitted by,
Elder Nancy Huffman, Clerk of Session

Yellow Rose Celebrates Another Gift to the Endowment Fund
On April 24th, we celebrated a gift to the Endowment Fund by
placing a Yellow Rose on the altar table. The gift was from Jane Stowe
Marks who named the “Endowment Fund of First Presbyterian
Church of Chili” a “Designated Beneficiary” on a life insurance
annuity.
We are grateful to Jane Stowe Marks for remembering the church in which she was
raised. Jane, throughout her life, maintained a relationship with and interest in Chili Presbyterian. She was welcomed here again and again when her husband, Rev. Karl Marks led
worship as a guest pastor. She enjoyed friendships made here and enjoyed coming to
events such as our annual Christmas brunch to meet with longtime friends. She supported
the Endowment Fund making a donation previous to this one knowing that the Fund is
used to preserve the health and longevity of the “little white church on the hill”. Jane
indeed was a dear friend of the Church, and we give thanks.
Endowment Committee
Brian Faatz, Tom Leahy, and Nancy Huffman, Chair

19th Annual
Chicken BBQ

Sunday, May 15, 2022
The First Presbyterian Church of Chili
MENU: Each delicious meal includes:
½ chicken, salt potatoes, slaw, roll and COOKIE
TIME: 12:00 until the meals are gone
(drive-thru pick up service only)
COST: $12.00 each meal
BENEFIT: First Presbyterian Church of Chili
Food Cupboard Ministry

Coffee Hour is back !
Our Fellowship time after Worship has
resumed. We have much to celebrate this
spring (including baptisms, Youth
Sunday, graduations and more). Our fellowship time will
take place in the lower hall. We have two Sundays that we
are in need of volunteers to host.
May 8 and May 29
General suggestions: provide coffee, tea, cold beverage,
snacks (such as gluten free pretzels) and cookies (both
regular and gluten free). Grab a friend and sign-up (on the
sheet in the fellowship room) to host coffee hour.

So far we have collected
$460.00 for One Great Hour of
Sharing. A check will be sent
to Presbyterian Church (USA)
at the end of May

Contact Sharon Breeze

June Newsletter

at 293-1340

deadline is

(sbreeze @ frontiernet.net)

Tuesday, May 17

or the office at 889-9896(fpc3600@gmail.com)

The next Book Club meeting will be on Tuesday, June 7 at 7:00 pm
We will be reading The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedick
and Victoria Christopher Murray.
From Amazon:
“Historical fiction at its best!”
A remarkable novel about J. P. Morgan’s personal librarian, Belle da Costa Greene,
the Black American woman who was forced to hide her true identity and pass as
white in order to leave a lasting legacy that enriched our nation, from New York
Times bestselling authors Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray.

Worship Volunteers for May 2022
each other…….

May Celebrations
6

May 1
Greeters: Bill Horne & Debbie Lamphron
Communion: Darla Diehl, Linda Enright (juice),
Debbie Lamphron (bread)
Childcare: Gail McArthur & Judie McGaffick

Pat Olson
May 8
Greeters: Mick & Sandy McCauley
Childcare: Ashleigh & Brenda Naugle

12 Tom Leahy
18 Alex Mathewson
24 Leah Atwater

May 15
Greeters: Barb & Geoff Wasmer
Childcare: Sue Edwards & Lori Gittens

30 Scoville Anniversary
31 Fred Schulitz
Wooten Anniversary

May 22
Greeters: Brian & Dale Faatz
Childcare: We need volunteers
May 29
Greeters: Mark Carden & Roger Willis
Childcare: Marla Guarnieri

The church office will be closed May 17, 18
and 19. If you have items that need to be in
the bulletin or Power Point for Sunday, May
22...or any other needs for that week, please
have that information to the office before May
11 .

Also note that Pastor Brandi will be on
vacation from May 9 through May 15. Contact
Gail McArthur if you have a pastoral
emergency during that time.

The Pauly Clothing Shed is an important ministry for
this church and for the people that benefit from the
clothing that is donated. The box is “monitored and
straightened” twice a week making sure that only
acceptable clothing items are there for the Pauly
Textile workers to pick-up. This task is taken care of
most of the year by our youth and a few other church
family adults. But we do have a few times a year that
we have a need for additional volunteers to help us
with this task. We are looking for volunteers to help
us on the following weeks:
•
•
•
•

May 9 through May 22
May 23 through June 5
September 12 through September 25
September 26 through October 9
If you can help on any of these weeks, please contact
the church office (fpc3600@gmail.com) or
Adam Scoville

Hope
There are many ways to define HOPE in Webster’s dictionary. As a noun, hope can be defined as the
feeling that what is wanted can be gained, or that events will turn out for the best. As a verb, hope can be
defined as looking forward with desire and reasonable confidence, or putting your trust into something.
There are many verses in the Bible that discuss the word hope as well. These are among my favorites:
Jeremiah 29:11 – “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to
give you a future and a hope.”
Romans 5:2-5 – “Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and
we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put
us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given
to us.”
As I reflect on the word hope, I have come to realize that life on this earth would be so meaningless
without it. If there was no hope, there would be no reason to live with purpose. There would be no drive to
seek for more or something better. Our faith would lack depth without knowing that God has planned so
much more beyond our lives on earth.
And without hope, healing may not even exist. Individuals who are suffering would have no incentive to
get better and may not push to live.
Hope is essential to our existence. It is a life force that keeps pushing us to the next step in our journey. It
gives us purpose and something to look forward to, rely on, and pray for in the midst of all our struggles.
It is important to note, however, that hope is not a “get everything my way” attitude. There are times when
I believe God is molding us and helping us become stronger, and sometimes we do not get what we hope for.
And that is okay! As it says in the Jeremiah passage above; God is in control and knows what is best for us
and has a purpose for us. We can continually pray that we put our hope in God to carry us through each day.
I personally hope in many areas. I always hope that the music which the Lord prepares me with each week
during our Sunday Services will reach out and change the hearts and lives of our congregation and beyond for
God’s glory. I have hope that my children will be successful and feel Christ’s love and purpose in their lives. I
have hope that one day I will see my father again, beyond this world. All of these things give me the drive to
live each day with purpose because I know God has great plans for me.
Hope is always there – so reach for it! I know that God has great plans for you, and I truly hope that you
believe and trust in that fact as well.
Be blessed and continue to let the music play - Adam

CHILI PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH GROUP
Leader: Adam Scoville
cpministerofmusic@gmail.com
585-269-8746
Bio: Junior High and Senior High Youth looking to strengthened
their faith in Christ and build lifelong relationships with others.

It’s Gonna Be May!
As the month of May rolls in, so does the annual Chicken BBQ! The fundraiser is on May 15th, and we
can always use the help and support! See Bill Hoyt for more information to help! This event is a first
come, first serve event until we sell out. Each dinner is $12, and it comes with salt potatoes, slaw,
roll, and the famous chocolate chip cookie!
In April, our youth had a few youth group meetings, where we spent a lot of time talking and
preparing our hearts for Lent and Easter. We also played some games, and joined the church-wide
rock painting event, to paint rocks for our church’s Labyrinth. We were also able to serve at the Chili
Presbyterian Food Cupboard again in April, where we continue to add a personal care and hygiene
bag for those who wanted it.
Once again asking our congregation to bring in full size personal care and hygiene items to fill our
cupboard again! Feel free to place those items in the blue bin in the fellowship hall and thank you for
your support!
We also need volunteers to help with the clothing shed in May. Please contact me if you are
interested in helping.

Upcoming Schedule!
Saturday April 30 – Camp Whitman Youth Retreat @ Churchville
Park, 10:30am-5:30pm.
May 1 – No Youth Group!
Saturday May 7 – Sr. High Youth Group Mini Golf, 2-5pm.
May 8 – No Youth Group! Mother’s Day!
May 15 –CHICKEN BBQ! Both Groups, 9:30am-2:30ish.
Saturday May 21 – Serving at Chili Food Cupboard and Youth
Event – Both Groups, 9:45-11:30am
May 22 – Jr High Youth Group – 11am-1pm.

St. Pauly Box Schedule
April 25-May 9 – Adam Scoville
May 10-June 5 – NEED VOLUNTEERS!

