Roots & Wings
First Presbyterian Church of Chili

2022

“Rooted in Faith, Growing Together, Caring for the Community”

In this issue of “Roots & Wings”


Pentecost Season Recap



Harvest Season Offerings



Update on new renovation projects



Children’s Church starting on
September 11 and help is needed



Fellowship Hour starting on September
11



World Communion and Peace & Global
Witness Offering - October 2

Our Officers: Session, Board of Deacons, Board of Trustees
Our Committees: Endowment, Finance, Mission Fund, Nominating, Personnel,
Scholarship
Our Season Teams: Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Harvest and Advent/Christmas /Epiphany
Our Music Program: Choir, Glorious Ringers, Chili Worship Team
Mission /Community Support: Cameron Community Ministries, Habitat for Humanity,
Open Door Mission, Presbyterian Church special offerings, Vision for Camasca, Caring
For The Community, Chili Pres Food Cupboard, and much more.

Wooten’s Wonderings
Most of us probably recognize the first part the “Serenity Prayer” –
made famous when Alcoholics Anonymous began reciting it at the
end of every meeting. For them, it serves as a daily reflection on the
association between inner peace and freedom from substance use.
Serenity requires acceptance on a minute-by-minute basis.
What we all know as the Serenity Prayer ends with “the wisdom
to know the difference,” yet it is the rest of the prayer that is so
powerful to me. Attributed to theologian Reinhold Niebuhr, I
discovered his full prayer in seminary. It is one that I return to often,
so much so, that I have two picture frames in my office that have it
written out in its entirety.
I particularly love the part that says “taking this world as it is and
not as I would have it.” So much in our lives is out of our control, so
many things happen that we wish hadn’t: decisions and actions
regretted, diagnosis we wish we or a loved one had not been given,
loss of security, loss of a job or a home, people’s actions which have
repercussions in our lives. There are many things in life I wish I could
control and direct. But I have to accept the world as it is- with all its
brokenness and beauty, with all its faults and grace. Only when I
accept the reality of the world as it is and accept my limitations for
what is and is not in my control, can I find peace. This can be hard for
me at times, which is why I come back to this prayer often.
Part of the way we let go of our need for control is, as Niebuhr says,
by “trusting that You (God) will make all things right if I surrender
to Your will; so that I may be reasonably happy in this life and
supremely happy with You forever in the next.” Only by trusting that,
in God’s time, God will make things right in a way that might not be
exactly how we would want it, but will, in the end, allow us to be
reasonably happy in this world.

While this prayer reminds us of the importance of surrender and
acceptance, it also reminds us that we cannot simply throw up our
hands and say, “what will be, will be.” While working toward
accepting the things which are out of our control, we also need the
courage to work to change the things that we can- things within
ourselves as well as out in the world.
My hope is that this prayer speaks to you and perhaps it might
become something you return to often. Where ever you find yourself today, may God grant you Serenity,
Courage and Wisdom.

Pentecost 2022
“Living Waters
Notes from the Pentecost Team!
26 people attended the Red Wings game on July 16th. It was a beautiful evening and despite
the Red Wings loss we had fun yelling and cheering them on. Following the game we enjoyed
a concert by the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra and then a spectacular fireworks show.
On August 14th 32 people came to Huffman’s for an Ice Cream Social, Garage tour, and
rides in their antique cars. We shared stories about first cars we owned, how we learned to
drive, cars we wished we still had today and other tales.
Our last Season event was a Campfire with S’mores at the McCauley’s. At the time of this
writing 16 people have signed up to attend.

Our worship service Preludes continue to be an opportunity for reflection as we view and
listen to “living waters”. Along with this we continue to be inspired by Fred Mollon’s weekly
reflections about water and how it is so frequently and meaningfully mentioned in the Bible.
In keeping with our theme, some have added their pictures of living waters to our bulletin
board. There’s still time to add yours!
The PC/USA Nigeria “Community Irrigation Water Pump” outreach project has been
generously supported. At the time of this writing we have received over $1200.00 !!! Well
over our goal. Thank you to all who donated to provide water for life in the northeast
region of Nigeria.
Hello from the Nominating Committee
As this beautiful summer comes to a close, we begin to feel new energy as schools open and fall season
activities begin. It’s a new year and, yes, the Nominating Committee will begin its work this fall. As we
move into this season, we hope that you will prayerfully reflect on considering service on one of our Boards
or Committees.
Here is a summary of positions the Nominating Committee will be filling.
•
•

•

•
•
•

For Session: 3 people for the Class of 2026- (Three-year term beginning in 2023) Those in the current
Class of 2023 are eligible to be nominated. See the Church Directory for listings of Officers and terms.
For Trustees: 3 people for Class of 2026 – (Three-year term beginning in 2023) Of those in the current
Class of 2023, Andy Atwater is eligible to be nominated. Tom Leahy and Gage Oliver are completing
their second term and are therefore not eligible to re-up.
For Deacons: 3 people for Class of 2026 – (Three-year term beginning in 2023). (Of those in the current
Class of 2023, Rebecca Gerhardt is eligible to be nominated. Sue Atwater and Sue Johnson are
completing their second term and are not eligible to re-up.)
Endowment Committee: Congregational rep. (Five-year term)
Personnel Committee: Class of 2025 – (Two Year term) Congregational rep- does not have to be an Elder
Nominating Committee Class of 2024 – (one year term) nominees to represent Session, Trustees,
Deacons, 2 congregational reps.

You are invited to contact anyone on the Nominating Committee to find out more about serving as an
Officer or Committee member.
In His Service,
Your Nominating Committee --Tom Leahy, Barb Boerschlein, Vicki Leahy, Jane Schulitz and
Nancy Huffman, Chair.

NOTES FROM YOUR HARVEST TEAM......
“In the Good Old Summer Time,” is gradually fading into “Those Autumn
Leaves” and your Harvest Team has been busy getting things ready for the
beautiful Harvest season that is “just around the corner.”
The theme for this year's Harvest Season, which begins on September 11th
and concludes on November 20th, is “GREETINGS, CHILI PRES…..
LOVE, GOD.” Wouldn't it be wonderful to get a personal letter or postcard
from God? Well, Pastor Brandi's sermons will help fill that desire each week
through each of her messages.
Some of the happenings during the Harvest Season in October include:
Our annual Peacemaking & Global Witness Offering on October 2 which places emphasis on planting
the seeds of peace and sow God's word in our homes, communities and our world. This is also
World-wide Communion Sunday.
An opportunity to visit Ganondagan Historic Site in Victor, NY on Saturday, October 15 from 10 a.m. 2 p.m. This activity is sponsored by the Presbytery of Genesee Valley. There will be a worship service,
at 12:30 plus many on-you-own activities and gathered-together activities, plus lunch. This is open to all
ages and the cost is $5.00 adults, kids under 12 – free!
A special event on Saturday, October 29, at church will be a fundraiser for both Habitat for Humanity
and Jefferson Avenue families in Buffalo. This event will be open to the community, and our hope is to
raise a substantial amount to help both of these causes. Stay tuned for more details....it's going to be a
fun evening!
The Harvest Team also agreed that our church's support last year of providing school supplies for
students in the Churchville-Chili Elementary Schools was such a success that we would make this
opportunity available again for anyone who would like to donate items. A list of needed supplies will be
available September 11th. A tote for donated supplies will be located in the Fellowship Hall.
Other events that occur during the Harvest Season include the annual Fall Supper, Stewardship Sunday,
Seasonal Team sign-up, and Thanksgiving. Blessings abound!
Your Harvest Team,
Sharon Breeze, Sue Edwards, Brian Gernhardt,
Debbie Lamphron, Judie McGaffick, and Roger Willis

This summer, the Board of Trustees and Session have
been identifying items/projects for which the Gordon &
Barbara Miller Trust bequest can be used (see page 8
for details of that meeting). Two of the projects that
were approved and are being scheduled are all new
windows in the annex and new sanctuary doors. Both
of these projects will make our building much more energy efficient. We will keep you
updated when have more details as to when the projects will begin.
Your Session and Board of Trustees

Tuesday, October 2, 2022
8:00 pm via zoom
We will be discussing….

“The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie”
By Mary Ann Shaffer & Annie Barrows
January 1946: London is emerging from the shadow of the Second World War, and writer Juliet
Ashton is looking for her next book subject. Who could imagine that she would find it in a letter
from a man she’s never met, a native of the island of Guernsey, who has come across her name
written inside a book by Charles Lamb. . . .
As Juliet and her new correspondent exchange letters, Juliet is drawn into the world of this man
and his friends—and what a wonderfully eccentric world it is. The Guernsey Literary and Potato
Peel Pie Society—born as a spur-of-the-moment alibi when its members were discovered
breaking curfew by the Germans occupying their island—boasts a charming, funny, deeply
human cast of characters, from pig farmers to phrenologists, literature lovers all.
Juliet begins a remarkable correspondence with the society’s members, learning about their
island, their taste in books, and the impact the recent German occupation has had on their
lives. Captivated by their stories, she sets sail for Guernsey, and what she finds will change her
forever.

To the Board of Deacons:
Thank you, members of the
Board of Deacons, for your
support of our Children’s Church
program. The gift cards came as
a total surprise, as did Sue
Johnson’s entertaining
presentation during worship on
June 19. I am deeply touched by
your thoughtfulness and
generosity.
Alice Zah

October 2, 2022
World Communion Sunday
Peace & Global
Witness Offering

The Board of Deacon’s will be resuming Fellowship Hour after Worship
in the lower hall starting September 11. They are looking for folks to
volunteer to host this fellowship time.

General suggestions: provide coffee, tea, cold beverage, snacks
(such as gluten free pretzels) and cookies (both regular and gluten
free). Grab a friend and sign-up on the sheet in the fellowship
room.

Worship Volunteers for September 2022
September 4

each other…….

September
2
4
7
9
15

Mira Wooten
Audrey Engelbrecht
Sue Atwater
Ethan Scoville
Brian Gernhardt/ Bill Horne

Greeters: Kathy & Rich Stowe
Child care: Lori Gittens & Brenda Naugle

September 11
Greeters: Jay & Kathy Matthewson
Communion: Sue Atwater, Tim Engelbrecht (juice),
Nancy Huffman (bread)
Childcare: Debbie Lamphron & Barb Wasmer

September 18
Greeters: Jean Bartholomew & Fred Mollon
Childcare: Linda Enright & Brenda Naugle

September 25
Greeters: Tim Engelbrecht & Marla Guarnieri
Childcare: Kathy Mathewson & Gail McArthur

To the wonderful individuals that make up
the First Presbyterian Church of Chili:
Thank you! The support I was shown in my
all too brief time with the congregation is
heart warming, The scholarship money has
gone towards in country travel arrangements and educational materials required
by CCCU.
I thank you from the bottom of my heart for
welcoming me into your church family and
for supporting my endeavors.
God Bless you all,
Carly Behr

“Who Takes Care Of You?
A one-day retreat for Caregivers Saturday,
September 17 from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
Cost: $40, includes lunch and snacks
See the flier on the bulletin board for details
www.campwhitman.org/event-calendar

Children’s Church will kick off on Sunday,
September 11. This year we are welcoming our
four-year olds! As is the policy, we try to have two
adults present, and we are reaching out to the
congregation for volunteers. Anyone wishing to
help will not have to do any preparation. We have
Children’s Church curriculum, and any additional
plans, activities, materials, etc., will be taken care
of by Alice Zah.
There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in
the Fellowship Hall. Please consider volunteering
for one or more Sundays during the Harvest
Season. Helping our youth explore their faith is
important and very rewarding.
Please contact Alice Zah with any questions.
Thank you!

Leadership News
At a Special Called Meeting on July 3, 2022, Session…
…welcomed Nancy Horton who wishes to join the church. Nancy, a long time Chili resident, has
been attending and participating in our church life church for a few years. When speaking about
our church, Nancy said that she likes a small friendly church. She has family connections with
Chili Presbyterian. Her parents Alfred and Florence Horton were members here.
… VOTED to receive Nancy Jeanne Horton into the church by Profession of Faith. She will be
publicly received during worship on a date to be determined.
…VOTED to adjourn at 11:20 AM. Pastor Brandi led us in closing prayer.
Remitted by,
Elder Nancy P. Huffman
Clerk of Session

At a regular stated meeting on August 1, 2022, Session…
…VOTED to approve the agenda as published.
…VOTED to approve the Consent Agenda.
…Conducted a quarterly review of finances with Andy Atwater, Chair, Board of Trustees and
VOTED to receive the Treasurer’s report and summary for the month ending June 30, 2022.
…VOTED to change communion from September 4, 2022 to September 11, 2022.
…heard a report from Pastor Brandi on the Proclaim technology for use in Sunday service. This
technology can be operated from the pulpit. She and Sandy McCauley, Office Administrator are
using the technology for the Announcements, Scripture, hymns, and other visuals during the
service.
…VOTED to use up to $870.00 from Session’s Designated Fund to pay for the Proclaim Premium.
…VOTED to use up to $500.00 from Session Discretionary Funds (Budget line item PGM3) for the
purchase of a new tablet.
…noted that Pastor Brandi will be on vacation and pastoral contacts are August 14-21: contact
Elder Barb Wasmer; August 29-Sept. 4: contact Elder Nancy Huffman
…placed activity dates on the Master Calendar:
September 11, 2022 – Communion (changed from September 4th)
October 10, 2022 – Annual Joint Meeting of Session and Board
of Deacons 6:30 pm
November 20, 2022 – Stewardship Sunday and Season Team
Signup
…noted that Session and Trustees will have an informal discussion on COVID restrictions on
August 8, 2022
…noted that Elder Tim Engelbrecht will convene a Personnel Committee meeting to discuss staff
evaluations
…confirmed the Annual Joint Meeting of Session and Deacons will be
Monday, October 10, 2022.
…noted November 20, 2022 will be Stewardship Sunday and Season Team Sign-up

Leadership News …. continued

…set dates for Season Team planning and implementation for the next year as follows:
Season
Lent
Easter
Season of Renewal
Season of Reflection
Advent/Christmas/

Planning Period

Implementation

Begins
1-4-23
3-19-23
3-26-23
8-13-23
10-15-23

2-22-23 - 3-18-23
4-9-23 – 3-25-23
5-1-23 – 8-12-23
9-4-23 – 10-14-23
12-3-2023 – 2-21-24

Epiphany

…received a report from Elder Huffman, Chair of the Nominating Committee outlining positions
that needed to be filled this year.
… VOTED to approve the Safe Sanctuary and Sexual Misconduct Policy. Meanwhile, a small
group including Pastor Brandi, Adam Scoville, Youth Director, and Gail McArthur will discuss if
revisions are needed.
…VOTED to adjourn at 8:41 p.m.
Remitted by,
Elder Barbara Wasmer, Clerk Pro-Tem

At a Special Called Joint Meeting of Session and Trustees on August 8, 2022, we…
…reviewed the list created at our last meeting on May 31, 2022 where we identified items/
projects for which the bequest can be used. The summary below reflects the discussion and
outcome.
1. Use of the property across the street
-Move the existing sanctuary across the street and build a new complex
Discussion/Decision: more than we want to tackle at this time
-Construct a building for the food cupboard
Discussion/Decision: Would require heat, AC, bathrooms, zoning rules, sewer, tree removal,
etc. that could potentially cost upwards of $150.000. Hard to justify at this time given a once
-a-month Food Cupboard.
-Construct a driveway and parking lot
Discussion/Decision: Continue to develop Labyrinth Trail, trail maintenance/mowing,
consider contract to mowing around church), signage, parking, and advertising to community.
Estimated cost: $5000. Continue to explore finishing the Labyrinth Trail.
-Construct a community garden
Discussion/Decision: Estimated cost $10,000 plus upkeep and maintenance.
Hold on this project.

Leadership News …. continued
2. Building maintenance and repair and preservation
-Place vinyl siding on the church
Discussion/Decision: Carrie Horton and Jerry Huffman met with a representative of
Highland Contractors but have not yet received a quote. This would be a very costly project
(perhaps $100,000+).
Hold on this project. Need to have a hard quote.
-Replace windows in Fellowship Hall and the surrounding offices/rooms
Discussion/Decision: Marla Guarnieri obtained several quotes. Comfort Windows and Doors
appears to be best value. Upon motion and second, Session and Trustees VOTED to
authorize up to $22,000 from the Gordon and Barbara Miller Trust to install new
windows for Fellowship Hall and surrounding offices. Marla will follow through.
-Restore/refurbish stained glass windows in the Sanctuary
Discussion/Decision: Nancy and Jerry Huffman and Andy Atwater met with Jeffery Mueller
from Godfrey Muller Studios to evaluate status of stained-glass windows. He examined all
windows and noted most are stable. He noted too, that some had undergone repair and
maintenance. There are two windows on the west side that may need reframing. In so doing,
the stained glass will have to be removed and re-leaded. He also noted a bulging medallion in
the left window in the Narthex which can easily be repaired by venting. We do not yet have a
quote. Nancy will follow through.
-Replace the front doors
Discussion/Decision: Jerry Huffman and Andy Atwater met with Mark Enright and obtained
an estimate from Morse Lumber for door replacement and Mark’s labor and material costs.
Upon motion and second, Session and Trustees VOTED to authorize up to $8,000 from
the Gordon and Barbara Miller Trust to install new front door entrance.
Jerry and Andy will follow through.
-Repair/upgrade the front entrance and stairway
Discussion/Decision: We agreed to revive the Church Entry Committee, Pastor Brandi,
Andy Atwater, Jerry Huffman, Nancy Huffman, Tom Leahy, and Roger Willis (which last met
2/20/2020) to obtain estimates for masonry (stairs/sidewalks) and landscaping for the front
entrance. Also, obtain estimate for stairs to Food Pantry room.
-Replace the current sign in front with an electric sign
Discussion/Decision: We agreed that we do need a new sign but not necessarily an electric
sign (which when researched was found to be in the five-figure thousands). The revived
Church Entrance Committee will obtain estimates for new signage.
-Make repairs to the space above the narthex
Discussion/Decision: Place on hold for “Phase II”
Discussion/Decision: Place on hold. It is possible that this might be a $15 – 25,000 cost. We
discussed if this truly needed at this time given summer usage of the sanctuary.

Leadership News …. continued
-Secure a heat pump to provide for air conditioning in the sanctuary
Discussion/Decision: Place on hold. It is possible that this might be a $15 – 25,000 cost. We
discussed if this truly needed at this time given summer usage of the sanctuary.
-Update the kitchen
Discussion/Decision: Place on hold.
-Repair/replace stairways leading to the outside from the dining room
and kitchen
Discussion/Decision: Obtain an estimate (possibly from the person doing

the front entryway stairs). The revived Church Entryway Committee to follow through.
-Repair/replace the sump pump in the kitchen
Discussion/Decision: Place on hold for Phase II. Further define the problem.
-Give Fellowship Hall a facelift
Discussion/Decision: Some has been completed this summer using Trustees funds. Brandi
has researched carpet costs at Home Depot. We agreed to replace carpet in Fellowship Hall,
the office wing hall, and the hall into the Sanctuary. Brandi to follow through with obtaining
quotes for this project.
-Replace the ramp outside Fellowship Hall
Discussion/Decision: Place on hold for Phase II.
-Place a heater in the nursery
Discussion/Decision: Probably not necessary. The new windows may take care of the
problem.
3. Technology and Music programming particularly as it applies to our use of streaming
worship. Not currently necessary. Session allocated Session Discretionary budged funds to
purchase the Proclaim program and a new tablet.
4. Tithing 10% to Mission
Discussion/Decision: Several of these projects are part of our mission, caring for the community,
and making our church welcoming in the community. We have a very robust Mission Fund.
Place on hold.
5. Purchase land from the school district to broaden our footprint at 3600 Chili Avenue

Discussion/Decision: Do not pursue at this time. This would be a rather complicated, costly
process with regulations etc.
NEW IDEA: Structural repair of windows framework in the sanctuary.
Marla Guarnieri will explore obtaining a cost estimate
… VOTED to adjourn at 8:45 PM.
Remitted by,
Elder Nancy P. Huffman, Clerk of Session

The October newsletter deadline
is September 20

Announcements:
Choir Rehearsal begins on Wednesday, September 7th at 7:00pm!
Please come out and sing with us – we would love to have anyone
and everyone! We can especially could use some male voices!
Worship Team: I am looking for anyone interested in singing or
playing on the worship team. Please see Adam if you would be interested in being a part of this ministry.
Bell Choir – We will begin our rehearsals starting on September 18th at 9:00am. Looking forward to seeing
you all and making wonderful music together!
Calling all singers and instrumentals! I am looking for anyone who would like to share special music in our
church. It can be anything that you might be interested in doing, including playing an instrument, singing,
dance, poetry, etc. I am looking to get as many people as I can involved in our worship program on Sunday,
and would love for anyone interested in doing something in service to see me in church or email me at
cpministerofmusic@gmail.com or by phone at 269-8746. If you would like to do something musical, but
don’t have any ideas, I can definitely find something for you as well! Please contact me and share the
beautiful gifts God has given you!

God’s love is Fierce!
One thing I feel God has been teaching me this summer is that the love of God is fierce. It started with
hearing a new worship song called “Fierce” by a group called Jesus Culture. I’ve never really thought of this
concept of God’s love being fierce, so this idea intrigued me. The song talks about how God’s love endlessly
reaches us and is relentless in its pursuit of getting to us no matter what struggles we face. A great concept
and a very catchy tune got my attention, but I was questioning whether I really felt that “fierce” was an
appropriate word for God’s love.
Then a few months ago, I heard a sermon preached on the passage about the Lost Sheep from Luke 15.
There are 100 sheep in the flock and one goes missing. It seems ludicrous to leave 99 sheep to go find one
missing (and how long did it take to count 100 sheep to figure out one was missing?) But in the parable, the
shepherd goes and seeks out that lost sheep until he finds it.
From this parable we see how aggressive God’s love is in finding us. No matter how lost we may feel,
God’s love does not lose hope for us and does not give up on us. Think about the obstacles the shepherd
might face as he goes to find the lost sheep. Maybe he has to walk for miles to find the sheep. Maybe he has
to fight a lion to retrieve us. Maybe the sheep is lame and needs extreme healing. And God’s love can handle
all of those scenarios, and will not give up on us. That is a strong, fierce kind of love.
So no matter where you are right now in life, look for God’s fierce love surrounding you. It is there, and
no matter what struggles you are going through, take the time to recognize God’s love in your life and your
circumstances. It may change your whole perspective, and has the ability to help you to persevere.
God is also calling us to be fierce in our pursuit of reaching those who are lost. We need to be aggressive
in reaching the world with God’s love. We all have someone on our hearts that needs God’s love. Take the
time to reach out to that person. Be intentional, but not overbearing. Be compassionate, patient and forgiving.
Show mercy. We are all called to share this fierce love of God to the world.
Be blessed and continue to let the music play - Adam

CHILI PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH GROUP
Leader: Adam Scoville
cpministerofmusic@gmail.com
585-269-8746
Bio: Junior High and Senior High Youth looking to strengthened
their faith in Christ and build lifelong relationships with others.

Youth Group is BACK!
It’s here! Time to begin another year of youth group! We have a Sr. High Youth group
(grades 8-12) and a Jr. High Youth group (grades 5-7) that will be meeting again starting in
September. If you are interested in having your youth be a part of the fun, please contact
Adam, at (585)269-8746 or email at cpministerofmusic@gmail.com.
Below is the upcoming schedule! Looking forward to seeing everyone again!
Blessings all!

Adam, Whitney, McKenlee, and Ethan ☺

Upcoming Schedule!
September 4 – Labor Day weekend No Youth Group!
September 11 – Youth Group Youth and Parent Meeting, Both Groups! 11-12pm.
Saturday, September 17 – Serving at church for the Chili Food Cupboard. Both Groups!
9:45-11:30am.
September 18 – Jr High Youth Group 11am-1pm.
September 25 – Sr. High Youth Group – TBD.
SATURDAY – October 1 – CAMPFIRE @ the Scovilles. Both groups! 6:30-9:30pm.

St. Pauly Box Schedule

August 29-September 11 – Adam Scoville
September 12-October 9 – NEED VOLUNTEERS!

