
                                    Roots & Wings 

                                   First Presbyterian Church of Chili 

“Rooted in Faith, Growing Together, Caring for the Community” 

Our Officers:   Session, Board of Deacons, Board of Trustees 

Our Committees:  Endowment, Finance, Mission Fund, Nominating, Personnel,  

Scholarship 

Our Season Teams:  Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Harvest and Advent/Christmas /Epiphany 

Our Music Program: Choir, Glorious Ringers, Chili Worship Team 

Mission /Community Support:  Cameron Community Ministries, Habitat for Humanity, 
Open Door Mission, Presbyterian Church special offerings, Vision for Camasca, Caring 

For The Community, Chili Pres Food Cupboard, and much more. 
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In this issue of “Roots & Wings”… 

 Fall Supper 

 Stewardship & Season Team Sign-

up 

 Holiday Habitat Pies 

 Poinsettia order & Scholarship for 

Christmas 

 Book Club 

 Advent begins 



Wooten’s Wonderings    

         I am pretty good at learning languages. Over the years, I have studied 5 languages: French, 
Spanish, Korean, Greek and Hebrew. Shortly after I found out that our congregation was 
awarded the Lily Foundation’s Clergy Renewal Grant, I started learning Italian on the language 
learning app Duolingo in preparation for our family trip to Italy. This is the first time I have 
used an app to learn a language and I have to say, it is pretty fun.  
 
     As I work through the Duolingo program, I wonder how fluent I will be by the time our trip 
in July arrives. I have been told that when you are really fluent in a second language, you begin 
to think and sometimes even dream in that language. While I have studied many languages, I 
have not come close to being that fluent in any of them. 
 
     Perhaps it was because of my daily minutes of learning Italian that I was struck by the words 
in this prayer poem from the book Sheltering Mercy: Prayers Inspired by the Psalms. This is 
currently the book I am using to guide my personal prayer time. 
 
The poem is inspired by Psalm 9 and is called “Native Tongue”. Here is the opening stanza of 
the poem: 
 

Lord, may gratitude be my native tongue, 
and may I speak it well- 

for all you have done and all You have given- 
word and object, 
phrase and verse; 

May I be fluent in the grammar of grace. 
 

      I particularly loved the phrases “may gratitude be my native tongue” and “may I be fluent 
in the grammar of grace.” How beautiful!  
When we speak in our native tongue, we do so without having to think hard about what we are 
saying. When gratitude is our “native tongue” it means that we think about and act on          
gratitude naturally, with ease. That the structure of our daily lives and even the structure of the 
sentences we speak are framed in grace- grace for ourselves and grace for others.  
 
      I am making these two phrases my daily prayer mantra this month and perhaps they may 
inspire you to write them in a place where you can remember them daily. Whether we find    
ourselves in committee meetings, fellowship activities, helping at the Fall Supper, volunteering 
at the Food Cupboard or in our everyday moments with family, friends and coworkers, may 
gratitude be our native tongue and may we be fluent in the grammar of grace.  
 

 

       



   

               

 

It’s time to be thinking of giving. In November we celebrate Stewardship Sunday where 
we make our pledge commitment for 2023 and volunteer to share our time and talent 

by participating on a Season Team. How about joining a Season Team in 2023? 

 

These small groups work together to plan activities and projects for a liturgical season. The 
first meeting is with Pastor Brandi where you study the Bible passages for the season and 
identify a theme. The team sets up their own schedule to develop plans for worship,           
decorating the church, Children’s church, outreach, fellowship activities, and adult learning 
opportunities. Participating in a Season Team small group unleashes your creativity, fosters 
yet another form of fellowship (especially when some of meetings involve gathering around a 
table of food!) and sharing of inspirational stories of our own. 

 

There will some changes in 2023 as we engage in our and Pastor Brandi’s sabbatical. The 
Seasons of Pentecost and Harvest will be replaced by a “Season of Renewal” and a “Season 
of Reflection”.  

 

The Season Team of Renewal will be planning our congregation’s sabbatical activities. The 
Lilly Grant will be funding three events during this season. First is a group tour of the       
Memorial Art Gallery, the second is the Church Picnic on June 11, 2023 which will be        
catered, and the third will be Sunset Yoga on July 14th in our Labyrinth Trail. The Team of     
Renewal will coordinate these events and also plan for other experiences for worship, etc., 
ways to document our renewal activities (photography), and other activities. 

 

The Season Team of Reflection will be planning for Pastor Brandi’s return and how we will 
share our sabbatical experiences through a storyboard and other media. The Team of         
Reflection will plan for sharing ideas that emerged from each of our sabbaticals – new        
perspectives and perhaps ideas for change. The Lilly grant is funding a Visio Divina            
Celebration Service on October 8, 2023 and a catered meal after this special service. The 
grant is also funding an art journaling class.  The Team of Reflection will also plan for other 
opportunities to share our sabbatical experiences. 

Sooo….what's your season?  Advent-Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Renewal,        
Reflection???  

The Season schedule for next year is on the next page. 

Sign-up sheets will be in the Sanctuary on Stewardship Sunday,  

November 20, 2022.  



 

 
 
 
 

 
Tuesday, November 8, 2022 

8:00 pm via zoom 
We will be discussing…. 

 

Circus of Wonders 
by Elizabeth Macneal 

 
When Jasper Jupiter’s Circus of Wonders 
pitches its tent in a poor coastal town, the 
life of one young girl changes forever. Sold 
to the ringmaster as a “leopard girl” because 
of the birthmarks that cover her body, Nell 
is utterly devastated. But as she grows close 
to the other performers, she finds herself   
enchanted by the glittering freedom of the 
circus, and by her own role as the Queen of 
the Moon and Stars. 
 
Before long, Nell’s fame spreads across the 
world—and with it, a chance for Jasper      
Jupiter to grow his own name and fortune. 
But what happens when her fame begins to 
eclipse his own, when even Jasper’s loyal 
brother Toby becomes captivated by Nell? 
No longer the quiet flower-picker, Nell 
knows her own place in the world, and she 
will fight for it. 

Fellowship  (Coffee Hour) is a time when we have the opportunity to    

enjoy fellowship with each other.  The Deacons are looking for volunteers 

to host our fellowship time.   

General suggestions: provide coffee, tea, cold beverage, snacks 

(such as gluten free pretzels) and cookies (both regular and gluten 

free).  Grab a friend and sign-up on the sheet in the fellowship 

room. 

Season Team Schedule for 2023 

 

Lent 

Planning Begins: 

January 4, 2023 

Implementation begins: 

February 22,2023 

 

 

Planning Begins:  

March 19, 2023 

Implementation begins: 

April 9, 2023 

  

  

 

Renewal 

Planning Begins:  

March 26,2023 

Implementation begins: 

May 1, 2023 

  

 

Reflection 

Planning Begins:  

August 13, 2023 

Implementation begins: 

September 4, 2023  

 

Advent-Epiphany 

Planning Begins:  

October 15, 2023 

Implementation begins: 

December 3,2023 

  



            Saturday, November 5, 2022 

                      Take Out Only 

                                         4:00 pm until sold out 

                                       $15 each for a delicious meal 

 

Annual Fall Supper 

 

 
Stewardship Sunday is November 20th 

 
“They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season.”  Psalm 1: 3a 
 
As you prepare to make your 2023 pledge       
commitment on Stewardship Sunday, consider     
praying this prayer: 
 

Loving God, I feel your love over and over all year. 
Your love keeps me rooted in faith. You know my      
situation better than anyone. Take my credits and   

debits, ins and outs, my pluses and minuses, surpluses 
and lacks, and show me how to use them to join the 

great chorus of Creation. Amen 
     In faith, 
      Your Stewardship Team 
           Tom Leahy 
             Jerry Huffman 
           Nancy Huffman 



 

Annual Holiday  
Habitat Pie Sale 

The pies are made by Special Touch Bakery.  

This is the bakery for School of the Holy     

Childhood located at 1999 Mt. Read Blvd. 

The pie choices are: 

    Apple crumb    Rumbleberry  

Strawberry Rhubarb  

Pumpkin       Pecan 

The cost of pies are $18 each. Fruit pies will be 

unbaked and frozen in a bakery box for     

freshness and flavor.  $12 goes to support Holy 

Childhood and $6 profit goes to Habitat. 

The Pumpkin & Pecan pies will come bake and 

packaged in a durable plastic container.   

Pies need to be ordered and paid for by     

Monday, November 7.  

Checks should be made payable to First      

Presbyterian Church of Chili with “Habitat Pies” 

written on the memo line. 

Pies should be picked up at church on       

Tuesday, November 22 between 4:30-6:30 pm 

 The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in 

the fellowship room. 

 

 CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS – 2022 

          Option 1 – Poinsettia ($10.00) 

 

___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

Presented by 

_______________________________________ 

Total Plants _____ $     Enclosed ______ 

                

Last day to order is December 5th 

    

 

  SCHOLARSHIP FUND 2022 

 Option 2 – Scholarship Fund 

 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

Presented by 

_______________________________________ 

$ Enclosed ______        

 

Last day to donate is December 18th     

Come together for a Stewardship  

Celebration Luncheon 

Immediately following Worship  

November 20th, Stewardship Sunday. 

We will celebrate our giving which is Rooted 
in Love. 

Sign-up sheet is in Fellowship Hall. 

 

 



    

November 
5    Ashleigh Naugle 

6    Fred Mollon 

8    John Rowe & Brian Faatz 

11   Mila Rose Sosik 

13   Ashley Avery 

20   Cindy Blair 

22   Don Strine 

25   Joe Harkness 

27   Marlow Gittens 

each other……. 

Worship Volunteers for November 2022 

November 6 

       Greeters:      Jan Hoyt & Brian Faatz 

       Communion:  Jan Hoyt (bread), Becky Gernhardt,          

                                                                          Bill Hoyt (juice) 

        Childcare: Debbie Lamphron & Lisa Snover 

 

November 13 

          Greeters: Fred Mollon & Lori Oliver 

           Jr. Greeter:  Brooke Wilson 

         Childcare: Kathy Mathewson & Vicky Leahy 

 

November 20 

    Greeters:  Sandy & Mick McCauley 

     Jr. Greeter: Mira Wooten 

     Childcare: Gail McArthur & Vicky Leahy 

 

November 27 

    Greeters: Darla & Dave Diehl 

    Jr. Greeter: Henry Gernhardt 

    Childcare: Sue Edwards & Marla Guarnieri 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Adult volunteers needed to assist Alice Zah 

with Children’s Church.  There is no          

preparation necessary—the lessons are 

planned by Alice. 

 There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 

in the Fellowship Hall.  Helping our youth   

explore their faith is important and very      

rewarding. 

Special Celebrations and Events in November 

• Saturday, November 4 - Fall Supper 

• Sunday, November 6—Baptism of Mila Rose 

Sosik 

• Tuesday, November 12  -  Memorial Service 

for Sheila Ouweleen 

• Sunday, November 13 -  New member       

recognition and “thank you” to Trustees 

• Sunday, November 20  -  Stewardship         

Sunday, Season team signup and luncheon 

after Worship  

 



Leadership News  
At its Meeting on October 10, 2022, Session… 

 

…VOTED to approve the agenda as published 

…VOTED to approve the Consent Agenda 

…VOTED to receive the Treasurer’s report and summary for the month ending September 30, 
2022 

…noted that Grace Engelbrecht volunteered to help Pastor Brandi with Facebook 

…was reminded by Pastor Brandi that she would be attending Synod Assembly in Albany, NY 19th 
thru Saturday, October 22nd.  
 

…VOTED to pay the full cost ($500.00)   of advertising in Westside News using Session            
Designated Funds. Session plans to add an “Advertising line” in the 2023 budget 
…noted that Pastor Brandi and Nancy Huffman have met with Whitney Scoville and Fred Mollon 
to explore interest in providing temporary pulpit supply during our sabbatical. 
Discussions are on-going.  

…VOTED to nominate Elder Nancy Huffman for election to the 2023 Nominating 
Committee. 

…VOTED to establish the following dates: 

-Special Called Meeting of Session to approve the 2023 Budget: January 2, 
2023 

-Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation: January 22, 2023 

-Examination and Training of Newly Elected Officers: January 29, 2023 

Installation/Ordination of Newly Elected Officers and Recognition of Trustees: 
January 29, 2023 

…made plans for Season Sign-up and Stewardship Sunday, November 20, 2022 

…VOTED to receive David and Mary Kay Scribner by Reaffirmation of Faith. Welcome back! 

…VOTED to sponsor Fred Mollon in his journey to become a Commissioned Pastor. 
Fred started to explore ministry while living in Tacoma, Washington, and continued 
exploration here. In his faith journey, Fred attended Elim Bible Institute in Lima, 
NY. He served as a missionary for seven years in Israel. He is an Elder and was a 
pastor associate in Tacoma, Washington. 

…noted that a Celebration of Marj Strine’s life will take place during worship on    
October 30, 2022. 

…VOTED to adjourn at 8:39 p.m. Pastor Brandi led us in a shared benediction based on the 
Great Commission. 

 

Remitted by, 

  

Elder Nancy P. Huffman, Clerk of Session 



At the Annual Joint Meeting of Session and Deacons, Session and Deacons… 

 

….reflected upon how we represented Jesus this past year: Food Pantry (free items and teaming 
with Food Link), Little Free Library, live streaming of worship services, fall supper, chicken BBQ, 
church retreat, Season teams, book club, Memorial Services and helping Lelia Miner’s family 
through the process, Deacons relating to the congregation (this is who we are), visiting people 
(signs in homes), revamping the bathrooms, revamping the Adult Lounge into the Children’s 
Church area, working with AA to start meeting back in the church, and installing a defibrillator. 

 

…shared ideas on how we can represent Jesus in the coming year: growing our live stream      
presence and possibly split screen, focusing on the Labyrinth (clearing paths, making and     
placing benches), partnering with Town to create a Community Garden, young adults and older 
adult get-togethers either small groups or all and grow from there, and opening the Book Club to 
the community 

 

Remitted by:  

Elder Barbara Wasmer, Clerk Pro-Tem 

Leadership News …. continued 

 

 

 

Personal Care Items needed….. 

 

 

Our Youth Groups are collecting FULL SIZE hygiene items.  We are providing bags of 

these items for people who come to the Food Cupboard each month. It has been a 

huge gift to families who truly need it. Your donations can be placed in the collection 

bin in the fellowship room.   Thanks for your support of this community ministry. 

 
 

Tooth brush Deodorant (men & women) Diapers & pullups (any size) 

Tooth paste Bar soap Paper towels 

Shampoo Dish soap Toilet paper (smaller pkg) 

Hair conditioner Laundry detergent Baby wipes 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

We Gather Together 
We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; 

He chastens and hastens his will to make known; 
The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing, 
Sing praises to his name: He forgets not his own. 

 
Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 

Ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine; 
So from the beginning the fight we were winning; 
Thou, Lord, wast at our side, All glory be thine! 

 
We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant, 
And pray that thou still our defender wilt be. 

Let thy congregation escape tribulation; 
Thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 

Amen 
--Traditional Thanksgiving Hymn 

(A translation by Theodore Baker: 1851-1934) 
 

 
         When this (Dutch) hymn was written, the Dutch were engaged in a war of national liberation against the 
Catholic King Philip II of Spain. "We gather together" resonated with the believers because under the Spanish 
King, Dutch Protestants were forbidden to gather for worship. (“Oh Lord, make us free”) 
 
     As we prepare the turkey, mash the potatoes, bake the pie, clean the house, and welcome our friends and 
families into our home, try to reflect on this familiar hymn and thank God not only for our families, our home 
and our food, but also for our freedoms to worship together openly anytime and anywhere. 

 

 

 

Be blessed and continue to let the music play -  Adam 

 

 

  

 



  

CHILI PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH GROUP 

 

 
 

 
Leader: Adam Scoville  

 cpministerofmusic@gmail.com                                                                                                                                

 585-269-8746 

Bio:  Junior High and Senior High Youth looking to strengthen their 

faith in Christ and build lifelong relationships with others. 

It’s already November! 

     Once youth group starts up for fall, time seems to move very quickly! And that is not to say 

we haven’t had some fun along the way! 

     Our youth were busy in October! We began the month with a campfire night at the    Scoville 

house where we played games and ate smores and had a great conversation about our faith being 

like a fire.   Our Jr. High Youth (The ___ Way Group) did a cranberry juice challenge and chip 

challenge. We served at the food cupboard as well, and have been organizing donations for the 

next distribution! We are ending the month of October with an epic Fall Party, doing all the      

classic fall games.  

     In November, we are beginning our Joint Youth Program with a few churches around the      

area. This will take place on the 1st Sunday of each month, where we will be meeting at Union          

Presbyterian Church in Scottsville. Please let Adam know if you are interested in being a part of 

the fun! 

      Please continue to support the Hygiene Cupboard that we have at church! We are providing 

bags of hygiene to people who come to the Food Cupboard each month. It has been a huge gift to 

families who truly need it. A list of items is available at the entryway of church and feel free to 

contact Adam for questions about our current needs. 

Check out the schedule below! Looking forward to the fun! 

 

Adam, Whitney, McKenlee, and Ethan   

 

Upcoming Schedule 

October 30 – Fall Party! Both Groups! 11-am-1pm 

SATURDAY – November 5 – FALL SUPPER! Both groups! Need help with takeout be-

tween 4-6pm. 

November 6 – Joint Youth Group! – Both Groups! Leaving from church @ 11:30am-2pm. 

SATURDAY – November 12. Camp Whitman Fall Retreat! Leaving from church @ 9:30am

-4:30pm. 

November 13 – Sr. High Youth Group – 11-am-1pm. 

Saturday, November 19 – Serving at church for the Chili Food Cupboard. Both Groups! 

St. Pauly Box Schedule 

October 24-November 6 – Henry Gernhardt 

November 7-20 – Brooke Wilson 

November 21-December 4 – Leahy’s 


