
                                    Roots & Wings 

                                   First Presbyterian Church of Chili 

“Rooted in Faith, Growing Together, Caring for the Community” 

Our Officers:   Session, Board of Deacons, Board of Trustees 

Our Committees:  Endowment, Finance, Mission Fund, Nominating, Personnel,  

Scholarship 

2023 Season Teams:  Lent/Easter, Season of Renewal, Season of Reflection and        

Advent/Christmas /Epiphany 

Our Music Program: Choir, Glorious Ringers, Chili Worship Team 

Mission /Community Support:  Cameron Community Ministries, Habitat for Humanity, 

Open Door Mission, Presbyterian Church special offerings, Vision for Camasca, Caring 

For The Community, Chili Pres Food Cupboard, and much more. 
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 In this issue of “Roots & Wings”….. 

 Advent Mission Outreach 

 Advent Devotionals 

 Chili Pres Book Club 

 Christmas Joy Offering 

 2022 Annual Reports 



Wooten’s Wonderings    

“Wait!”  

     I heard myself say this over and over again to Mira. Her zealousness and excitement for life 

prompted her to run ahead of me when we were out somewhere, to rush through her current 

task in order to move on to the next thing, to ask for a small treat now when we were going to 

have a bigger treat later on, or to race past something instead of stopping long enough to fully 

take it in. So, I found myself repeatedly cautioning “Wait!”  Wait for me to catch up to you. Wait 

until you know it is safe. Wait and take your time to fully engage in what you are doing right 

now. Wait and refrain from having that piece of candy now because after dinner we are going to 

go get ice cream. “Wait.” 

     The end of Psalm 27 calls us to wait for the Lord. As I read this, I feel like the child now as 

God reminds me to “wait” when I would rather rush ahead, skip a step or two to get on to     

something bigger, or want instant gratification now. There are certainly times in my life that I 

have wanted to take control of a situation, thinking that I could get it moving faster if I was in 

control instead of God. There have also been times when I am in such a rush to get things done, 

that I do not take the time to fully immerse myself in what the moment in front of me has to    

offer. In the fallow and barren times, I have also heard God’s call to wait and sit in the moment 

trusting that God will bring fruit into my life- that even though this time feels barren, growth 

and new life is happening underneath the surface where I can’t see it. 

     Whatever shape the call to wait takes, it requires me to trust. When Mira chose to listen to 

my cautionary “wait”, she did so because she trusted me- trusted my judgement, trusted my   

assessment of the situation, trusted that I had more information about the situation than she 

did. The same is required of us when God asks us to wait. We need to place ourselves in a       

position of open trust in our Creator and Sustainer. 

     Catherine Marshall in her book Adventures in Prayer says “Waiting certainly plays an      

enormous role in the unfolding story of God’s relationship with humankind. It is God’s oft        

repeated way of teaching us that God’s power is real and that God can answer our prayers   

without interference and manipulation from us. But we have such trouble getting our will, our 

time schedules out of the way.” 

     This Advent Season, we acknowledge that this is A Time to Prepare. At first glance, it may 

seem that waiting and preparing are complete opposites- one is active and the other is often 

seen as passive. But Advent waiting is an active waiting. It requires being attuned to the      

movement of the Spirit, listening to that voice that says, “Pay attention. Be alert. Trust in me 

and I will make myself known and let you know when to take that next step.” 

As we enter this time to prepare ourselves for Christ’s inbreaking once more into the humanness 

of our lives, may our first step be active waiting. May we be alert and attuned to hear God’s voice 

and watch for the Spirit’s movement in our lives. 



   
 
 
                         
 
                 

A Time to 
Prepare during Advent 

Celebrate during Christmas 
Transformer during Epiphany 

Mission Outreach 
We will be supporting three families thru Prime Care Coordination this Advent season. A 
giving tree with nametags will be at church and the wrapped gifts should be returned to the 
church by December 18th.   

A little bit about Prime Care Coordination: 
• Our vision is for people with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities to thrive in 

the communities of their choice 
• Our mission at Prime Care Coordination is to partner with people with intellectual 

and/or developmental disabilities to receive the services and supports they need to live 
their lives in the most meaningful way. 

• Prime Care offers complete support for each person, taking the time to really get to 
know them and their needs and goals to provide a truly personalized approach to their 
care. 

• History: The process began as we, a group of local care providers, worked together to 
obtain an Article 44 license. With this license, iCircle was created to assist anyone 
needing Medicaid Managed Long-Term Care (MLTC) services. In 2017, after nearly two 
years of providing managed care services, Prime Care Coordination was established, 
applying the same approach to help people with intellectual and                                
developmental disabilities obtain quality care coordination services. 

• For more information please check out www.primecareny.org regarding the services 
provided. 

 
Fellowship Activity   
Mark your calendars and sign up starting January 1st for our “Service, Pot Luck and Game 
Day” January 15th 2023. It will once again be held at the Black Creek Lodge with the        
service starting at 10:30AM. 
 

Advent Devotional 
We will be offering an Advent devotional this year – Attending to Advent: Poetry, Prose and 
Prayer. An eblast will be sent with the devotional each week, but hard copies will be       
available upon request. 
 

If you are interested in being a second adult for Children’s Church, please make sure to 

sign up in the fellowship hall.  
 
Worship 
Christmas Eve Service  (December 24) – 7:00 pm 
Christmas Day Worship will be a pre-recorded service by Brandi & Adam – there will be no 
in-person service at the church 
 
Epiphany Events -  Stay tuned for mission opportunities and “pictures for our bulletin 
board”. Pastor Brandi will be leading a Bible Study during Epiphany.   Stay tuned for more 
information to come! 

http://www.primecareny.org/


 

 
 
 
 

Tuesday, December 13 at 8:00 pm 

(Virtual) 

The Christmas Sweater   

by Glenn Beck 

Short synopsis:  If you could change your life by 
reversing your biggest regrets, sorrows, and mis-
takes...would you? 

 

When Eddie was twelve years old, all he wanted 

for Christmas was a bike. He knew money had 

been tight since his father died, but Eddie 
dreamed that somehow his mother would find a 

way to afford that dream bike. 

 

What he got from her instead was a sweater. “A 
stupid, handmade, ugly sweater” that young 

Eddie left in a crumpled ball in the corner of his 

room. 
 

Scarred deeply by the fateful events that tran-

spired that day, Eddie begins a dark and painful 

journey toward manhood. It will take wrestling 

with himself, his faith, and his family—and the 

guidance of a mysterious neighbor named Rus-
sell—to help Eddie find his life’s path and finally 

understand the significance of that simple gift 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship  (Coffee Hour) is a time when we have the 

opportunity to enjoy fellowship with each other.  The 

Deacons are looking for volunteers to host our          

fellowship time.   

General suggestions: provide coffee, tea, cold    

beverage, snacks (such as gluten free pretzels) and 

cookies (both regular and gluten free).  Grab a 

friend and sign-up on the sheet in the lower hall 

 

Personal Care Items needed…. 

Our Youth Groups are collecting FULL SIZE hygiene items.  We 

are providing bags of these items for people who come to the 

Food Cupboard each month. It has been a huge gift to families 

who truly need it. Your donations can be placed in the collection bin in the fellowship 

room.   Thanks for your support of this community ministry. 

 

Tooth brush Deodorant (men & women) Diapers & pullups (any size) 

Tooth paste Bar soap Paper towels 

Shampoo Dish soap Toilet paper (smaller pkg) 

Hair conditioner Laundry detergent Baby wipes 



The Christmas Joy Offering has been a  

cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 

1930’s.  The  offering distributes gifts 

equally to the Assistance Program of the 

Board of Pensions and to  Presbyterian-

related schools and colleges  equipping 

communities of color.  Fifty percent of our 

gifts to the Christmas Joy offering assist      

current and retired church  workers and 

their families who are in financial need. The 

other fifty percent makes it possible for   

students to learn and grow in faith at     

Presbyterian -related schools and colleges equipping communities of color.    

 Offering  envelopes will be in the pews starting  December 4.  

Thank you in advance for your support of this special offering.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reports for the 2022 Annual Meeting     

booklet will be due in the office by        

Tuesday, January 10.   The booklet is     

distributed the week before the Corporation 

and Congregational meetings which will 

take place on January 22, 2023.   If you 

have any questions, please call the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Service  

December 24  - 7:00 pm 

Christmas Day Worship  

December 25  -10:00 am   

Pre-recorded Service through our website 

(no Worship in person on this day) 

         

 

 

December 4  -  Luke 1: 26-38  “ A Time to Let Go of Fear” 

December 11 -  Matthew  1: 18-26   “A Time to Choose Another Way” 

December 18  -  Luke 1: 29-45, 56-58    “A Time to See the Devine in Each Other” 

 

January newsletter deadline is 

December 20 



    

December 

1     Lori Oliver 

3     Nancy Huffman 

8     Aidan Snover 

9     Roger Willis 

13   Aaron Atwater 

14   Scott Oliver, Brandi Wooten 

16   Gage Oliver 

18   Ginny Harkness, Nicole Mathewson 

26   Terry Edwards, Darla Diehl 

each other……. 

Worship Volunteers for December  

 

December 4 

Greeters:    Mark Carden & Carrie Horton 

Communion:  Mark Carden( juice) & Carrie Horton 

(bread), Gail McArthur 

Jr. Greeter:  Patrick Engelbrecht 

Childcare:  Kathy Mathewson & Linda Enright 

 

December 11 

Greeters: Judie McGaffick & Whitney Scoville 

Jr. Greeter:  Brooke Wilson 

Childcare:  Sue Edwards & Beth Rowe 

 

December 18 

Greeters:   Lori & Cecil Gittens 

Jr. Greeter:  Mira Wooten 

Childcare:  Grace Engelbrecht & Becky Sosik 

 

December 24 (Christmas Eve) 

Greeters:   Nancy & Jerry Huffman 

                  Sue & Andy Atwater 

 

 CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS – 2022 

          Option 1 – Poinsettia ($10.00) 

 

________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

Presented by 

_______________________________________ 

Total Plants _____ $     Enclosed ______ 

                

Last day to order is December 4th 

    

  SCHOLARSHIP FUND 2022 

 Option 2 – Scholarship Fund 

 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

Presented by 

_______________________________________ 

$ Enclosed ______        

 

Last day to donate is December 18th     



Leadership News  
At its meeting on November 7, 2022, Session…  
…as its devotion, pondered the question “What should one do at least once in their life?” 
Thoughts emerged: do something to get out of your comfort zone, travel out of the country,        
experience another culture, work a service job, change your physical perspective- like looking at 
the sky, and do something simply “for the fun of it”!  
… VOTED to approve the agenda with items added. 

… VOTED to approve the Consent Agenda 

… VOTED to receive the Treasurer’s report and summary for the month ending October 31, 2022. 

…noted that the required NYS Sexual Harassment Training must be completed once per year and 
cannot be done within the same calendar year. For example, if you did your training in April of 
2022, you cannot do your next training until April of 2023 (not before!) 

...noted that the implementation period for the 2023 Easter Season is less than a month’s         
duration. Therefore, by consensus, Session agreed to combine the Lent and Easter Seasons in 
2023. Thus, the Lent/Easter Season planning would begin January 4, 2023. Implementation 
would begin February 22, 2023 and last through April 30, 2023. 
…noted that Pastor Brandi will be reinstituting “Children’s Moment” into the worship service     
beginning with Advent 

…heard a report from Pastor Brandi that she would be leading a Bible Study beginning in        
February on the Book of Acts. 
…heard a report from Clerk of Session on correspondence received and sent. Also, both she and 
Pastor Brandi have been interviewed by the magazine, Presbyterian Outlook, as they prepare an 
article on Season Teams. 
…placed activity dates on the Master Calendar 

-Stewardship Luncheon-November 20, 2022 following worship 

-Hanging of the Greens-November 20, 2022 following luncheon 

-Christmas Eve Service- December 24, 2022 - 7:00 PM 

-Lunch and Game Day- January 15, 2022 – Black Creek Park 

…by consensus, agreed to remove the signs from the doors regarding wearing a 
mask. 

… by consensus, agreed to change the date of the January Stated Session meeting to Monday, 
January 9, 2023 at 6:30 PM. The Special Session Meeting to Approve the Budget remains as 
scheduled on Monday, January 2, 2023 at 6:30 PM 

… VOTED to approve, if the way be clear, a 6% raise for all employees.  

…heard a report from Tim Engelbrecht, Chair of the Personnel Committee, that the Committee 
is considering expanding the position of Youth Director to a full-time position that would        
encompass both Youth and Families. Under consideration is a trial program to be evaluated at 
the end of five years. 

… VOTED to approve developing a new position job description, Director of Youth and Families 
which would be evaluated at the end of five years to determine continuation. 

…noted that Pastor Brandi and Clerk Nancy Huffman have been meeting with Whitney Scoville 
and Fred Mollon who are interested in sharing a Temporary Supply Pastor position during     
Pastor Brandi’s sabbatical. A job description is being developed and reference and background 
checks are Nominating Committee Report 

 



…heard a report from Nancy Huffman, Chair of the Nominating Committee reported that there 

are Trustee and Deacon positions yet to be filled.  

…heard a report from Nancy Huffman, member of the Stewardship Committee, that letters and 

a pledge card have been sent via US Mail to church family members. A second eblast reminder 

will be sent next week. Some pledges have come in. We are seeking all pledges to be in by 

Stewardship Sunday, November 20, 2022 to facilitate 2023 budget planning. 

… discussed developing a formal Committee description for the Food Pantry Committee similar 

to other formal committee such as the Mission Fund Committee, Finance Committee,       

Scholarship, etc. which outline committee composition, responsibilities, roles, etc. 

…in preparation for Season Team sign-up on November 20th, Session identified Facilitators for 

2023 Season Teams as follows: 

Lent/Easter – Carrie Horton 

Season of Renewal – Nancy Huffman and Sandy McCauley, Co-Facilitators 

Season of Reflection – Grace Engelbrecht and Tim Engelbrecht, Co-Facilitators 

Season of Advent/Christmas/Epiphany – Barbara Wasmer 

…heard a report from Pastor Brandi on the October Presbytery meeting 

…VOTED to receive the report from Presbytery that the Session minutes were approved with 

no exceptions on October 22, 2022 and the minutes book was stamped. 

…heard a report from Barbara Wasmer on Advent/Christmas/Epiphany Events. She also re-

minded Session that each Season team is responsible for securing a second person to be pre-

sent during Children’s Church to assist Alice Zah. 

Remitted by, 

Elder Nancy P. Huffman, Clerk of Session 

 
At a Special Called Meeting on November 9 2022, Session…   
… VOTED to approve hiring Rory O’Connor to fill the Media Coordinator position at an hourly 
rate of $15.00 effective immediately and to also be paid for 5 hours of previously completed train-
ing at an hourly rate of $15.00. 

 

Remitted by, 

 

Elder Nancy P. Huffman 

Clerk of Session 

Leadership News …. continued 



 

 

 

 

The Christmas that is Never Talked About. 

     It is almost that time again. Time to decorate the house, get the presents wrapped, and start making the 

plans for Christmas. It is (and has always been) a time of year that is full of laughter, joy and love in my life. 

The excitement of giving and receiving gifts, the desire to be close to the people I love, and the celebration of 

the birth of Christ always lift my spirits. For a few moments during the holidays, I am able to put aside the 

burdens I have and just be present with God and those around me and find joy. 

     And as I have been able to do this year after year, I have come to some realizations this year that have 

opened my eyes about the Christmas season. We take Christmas for granted. As Americans, we all have the 

freedom to share in the joys of Christmas. We are free to celebrate the birth of Jesus. We aren’t persecuted for 

our beliefs. We have freedom in America, and we don’t think twice about celebrating Christmas. 

     How different it is here than in other places in the world. In Iran, Christmas is a time of increased scrutiny 

and persecution. Christians gathering in secret house churches to sing and celebrate invariably lead to violent 

arrests, false accusations, and lengthy imprisonments. In Nigeria and other African countries, late-night       

incursions and massacres in Christian communities have inspired survivors to say, “We are so thankful when 

we wake up in the morning to find that the Lord has kept us to see another day.” In China, there have been 

crackdowns on churches, as well as high-tech surveillance, arrests, and “disappearances” of church leaders 

and others caught sharing their faith. 

     These are but three examples of the dangers faced by Christians abroad. We could add North Korea,      

Pakistan, Egypt, Iraq, India, Ukraine and so many more troubled countries to the list. These are similar people 

to us, except they all have limited freedoms to live and share their thoughts and beliefs. It is something I can’t 

seem to wrap my head around.  

     Also, let us not forget about how Jesus came into the world. Remember, King Herod put a plan in place to 

kill all infants born. How awful is that? Kings and Rulers will always have the ability on earth to become    

destructive and abuse power, but God is the authority of all, and God’s justice will always prevail. The       

protection God gave to Mary and Joseph in those early moments of Jesus’ life were incredible. 

     I know this is heavy, and maybe not the joyous Christmas article you were hoping to read. But it just 

struck a chord with me how lucky we are. The moments of Christmas that we get are a gift that God has given 

to us. It is more than just the gifts, or our families, or the celebrations we have. It is Jesus. It is the hope that 

we provide to those in bondage, that one day we will all be able to freely celebrate Jesus. 

     Please pray for the persecuted in our world this Christmas. Pray for restoration and remember those who 

do not have the freedoms that we have to celebrate the birth of Christ. And be intentional in being present 

during all the moments that God gives you to celebrate this Christmas. Don’t let this Christmas slip past you 

without acknowledging God for all the freedoms and blessings we have. 

 

Be blessed and continue to let the music play -  Adam 



  

CHILI PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH GROUP 

 

 
 

 
Leader: Adam Scoville  

 cpministerofmusic@gmail.com                                                                                                                                

 585-269-8746 

Bio:  Junior High and Senior High Youth looking to strengthen their 

faith in Christ and build lifelong relationships with others. 

 

DECEMBER WOOHOO! 

Can you believe that Christmas is coming! It is our time to remember the birth of Jesus! But before     

We were busy in November! We started it off by serving at the Annual Fall Supper! Thank you to all who 

participated! The following day we attended our first Joint Youth Program with some churches in        

Scottsville. We had 9 youth! It was a fun kickoff and we will continue this on the 1st Sundays of each 

month. The next week we went to a Camp Whitman retreat. The theme for the retreat was “Finding God in 

Unusual Places.” We did some hiking and had lots of fun! The 3rd Saturday of the month we continue to 

help serving at the Food Cupboard. We ended the month with a Jr. High youth group meeting at the 

church talking about Stewardship.  

Please continue to support the Hygiene Cupboard that we have at church! We are providing bags of         

hygiene to people who come to the Food Cupboard each month. It has been a huge gift to families who tru-

ly need it. A list of items is available at the entryway of church and feel free to contact Adam for questions 

about our current needs. Last month we had 84 families to support, so we are out of many supplies! 

Check out the schedule below! Looking forward to the holidays! 

Adam, Whitney, McKenlee, and Ethan   

 

December 4 – Joint Youth Group! – Both Groups! Leaving 

from church @ 11:30am-2pm. 

December 11 – Sr. High Youth Group – 11-am-1pm. 

Saturday, December 17 – Serving at church for the Chili Food 

Cupboard. Both Groups! 9:45-11:30am. 

December 18 – Youth Group Christmas Party – Both Groups! 

11am-1pm. 

December 25 – No Youth Group! 

Wednesday, December 28, 1-4pm – Camp Whitman Retreat 

to Artisan Works 

January 1 – No Youth Group! 

Pauly Box Schedule 

November 21-December 4 – Leahy’s 

December 5-18 – Aidan Snover 

December 19-January 1 – Adam Scoville 


